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VlSltOI‘S to Norman are acquamted with the.

names:of Asp and Boyd streets around the univer-

-1 sity, but the contributions of those two men may

not be as familiar. An articlé appearing in The
Daily Olglahoman ‘on April 26, 1914, sheds some
light on‘the reason fgr their recognition.

“In the early par® of the year 1893, and after

three great openings of land to homestead settle- }

ment with reservations for public schools only, it

was found by a fewsgpirited citizens, notably Hon-.

orable‘Henry E. Asp:and Dr: David R. Boyd, the
latter then president of the University of Oklaho-
ma, that soon .the public domain would be ex-

hausted -and that‘We would. haye no fands re- .

'servedr ‘for higher Jediication’ and - “public’ build- 1

ings,” the writer’s.opening sentence stated.

A bill. providing for opening of the Cherokee ]

Outlet was then pendmg before Ccngress Asp and
Boyd appeared in Washington and Worked to' se-

cure an amendment to the bill reservmg Section |

13 in each township for public bulldiﬂg purposes.
But they failed:to obtain it.

Sen. Orville H. Platt of Connecticut; chalrman;
of the committee, was in sympathy for their pur-

pose, so he drafted another ‘amendment. This one
authorized the president, after making his procla«

i

mation reservations of Sections 16 and 36 for. pub-.; ‘

lic schools, “t6. make other such reserv gn ]

lands for pubhc purposes as he’ may. déem w1se

and desirable.”
This act was approved by Presider ‘Wﬂham

Henry Harrison on the last day of his tBrm of of-

‘fice, March 3,1893.
Asp and- Boyd returned tb Washmgtomm in-
-tercede with Harrison’s suceessor, Grover:Cleve-
land, to make the additional reservations of land
for higher education and public buildings.:

The result was that on Aug. 19, 1893, Cleveland
proclaimed opening of the Cherokee Strip’s six
million acres, reserving Section 13 in each town-
ship for university, agricultural coliege and nor-
mal school purposes; and Section 33 ineach town-
ship, where not dtherwise reserved, for public
buildings. Congréss'approved his action.




