Statehood

“fesse v ,h:sholm

| No Wild Cowboy

The number of cattle driven up the Chisholm
" Trail and-parallel trails in the 1860’s and 1870's

1 " is said to have been the greatest overland move-

" ‘ment of livestock in history. The number might

{ be multiplied many times over if statistics in-
~ cluded fictional herds portrayed in movies, lit-

~erature and television shows.
Jesse Chisholm, the man for whom the
| .Chisholm Trail was named, might be astonished
" at both the facts angl the' fiction. He wasn't a
cattle herder. He was a settled trader with a
..permanent post from which he went out on expe-
_ditions carrying his goods in wagons for sale or
trade. He was said to have known 14 Indian lan-
guages and was often called upon to serve as an
interpreter.
Contrasting with adventuresome cowboys on

1 the trails, Chisholm has been described as a

- man of quiet, kindly disposition and absolute
honesty. He reportedly ransomed nine children
held captive by Plains-Indians and brought
. them up in his own hqusehold.

Long after the use. of the trail for moving cat-
tle had ceased isputes grose as to its precise

routes;; a’ﬁ"herds ranged somewhat ac-
cordin r and forage available, it
wasn't'egsy

The arguments msplred an old cowboy named
- John vamgstg;; to write a lengthy poem detail-
ing his vxews ot thei*oute folEWed One $tanza

pers
t.

& je Chz,sholm in %é;mve
" Out west of Geary went,
He never dreamed about his trail
There'd be an argument;
And in his molding casket,
Where he has been so long L
He'd turn if he had knowledge L
Some yvap had marked it wrong. e




