Preachers Traveled State

Effective work of mis-

sionaries among.the In-

dians led many -of the:

younger men into Chris-

tianity and some were .

called to preach.

William H. McKmney
was one of them. He
traveled from one com-

munity to another overa.
wide area, usually hold-

ing services under brush

arbors or trees. The
meeting period was sup--
posed to begin at 7:30

p.m. on Fridays and last
until Sunday evening.
“For several months I
reached an appointment
on a stated Friday eve-
ning but found no one at
the campground " Mec-
Kinney said in J.B. Tho-

burn's “History of Okla- -

homa."
“1 staked my horse
one time and lay on the
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grass all night without "

supper. I went without

breakfast or-dinner on
Saturday. Saturday eve-

ning’ the, Indxans slowly
gathered, - o

. “When I told fhém of
my long and lonesome

fast and my prayers

they were sorry and
promised thereafter to
come to services on Fri-
day evening. I never -had
to repeat this at any oth-
er appointment.”

Rev. William Philip
Pipkin was another pio-
neer itinerant preacher
who traveled for more

than a quarter of a cen-
tury among the Choc-

taws and Chickasaws.

During his services in-

_terpreters were fre-
"quently required.

~Among ‘the interpret-
ers he called upon was
Willis Folsom, who was
himself a Methodist
preacher. In the middle
of a sermon one day Fol-
som sat down in appar-
ent disgust.

“Go ahead,” he said to
the white preacher, who
looked at him in amaze-
ment. “You talk too fast.
Ican't interpret.”



