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J.W. Beadle, a2 Cincinnati newspa-
per correspondent, visited Indian
Territory in the spring of 1872 and
was entertained near Vinita in the
home of Jeff Parks, a prominent
mixed-blood Cherokee. Several older
citizens were invited for Sunday din-
ner and politics came up for discus-
sion. In his book, "The Undeveloped
West," Beadle reported the conver-
sation:

“What will you do with us?” was
the first question. “Will the govern-
ment give half our lands to fhe rail-
roads and let the whites come in on
us to try for the other half?”

Beadle wrote that the principal
talker was a "Whire Cherokee” who
argued in good language and at
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some length against the “Bill 1o Es-
tablish the Territnry of Cklahoma.”
He produced a copy and read ex-
tracis.

“As he progressed, a growing sad-
ness showed on every face” Beadie
said. "He concluded and an oppres-
sive silence settled upon the compa-
ny, so profound rhat T could feel the
reproach which seemed thus cast
upon my naticn



