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hohady Lnows for sure Just when Uncle Joe moved 1&36 the
telov151qn set, Perhaps‘lt was a gradual‘thlng.x'Anyway, fhé
famiiy,éidn!f nbtice.whét was téking p1ace until hé»iﬁsisted
that one of us. wrlte a letter to-nmu a certaln laay anncunccr.
Uncle Joe wanted to notle her that he asn't going to New: York
to marry her, no matter how good a cook she was., Somehow she
d led Uncle Joe to bel1eve that ‘she. qu ready to nove in w1th
him, ready to-eat Foods, easy-swmnglng refrlpcrator door dlsapa%
haﬁds, deodorant, and all. But,?e wasn't ‘about ;o'take on‘
aﬁéh 1eT w1fe at hls ave! e |
| That incident was passed‘fo aé‘jpst a sort of misunaerstaﬂding.
But tﬁe next tima, everybody.knéw thatjsomethinG strange was
Qjopenlny to our respected and retlred ncnegenarlan relatlve. | .*}
¥e soon 1earned that his real world and his televquon world had
becone cemmlnéled into a new and actlve llfe that took hlm far
chora ‘the uasy chalr a1med at the squawkbox where he‘sat all &ay long.
Uncle Joe's real ‘world had been fading for him ever since he -
retirved. Always a little on the timid side, he ha&\ceased'tq male
new frieﬁds or éven visit,man§ old ones after he sold his businecss

'21  ¢*‘

" and his wife ‘had passed on,
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e loved his children and grandchildren, and tréasurcd the

| collection of fheir pictures he kad accumulated, But théir Eusy  
comings-and-goings were too frequent_ahd'foo hﬁrriea for him to
compreheﬁd; Too many years had passed he had little oﬁes\of his

own for him to understand the fu551ﬂq, the crying, and ,the necds-.»
of small chlldren. f. ‘_ ’ ,1 S  ' % \
| It wasn't easy for hlm to keep track of whlch fam11y whlch

- chlld belongod to when thay all plled into his son's house for a
fam;ly reunlon; -Uﬁually thls was at Christmas or on’ hls;b1rthday.~
How he‘ﬁ&ted birth&&yé! Always gifts Qf’socks7and.ties,éhd'shirts
théf he didn't need;.'ﬁe-cbpld have used'them when he ﬁas strﬁggling'
to get his. iittle drug siofe‘started hut who wears a nccktle to
watch TV? But he'd g glven up smokinp, never carcd for f15a1ng, and o
t%éyV” Laken aWdy hLS drxvers 11cense so'there wasn't much choice.
Having to sell h1s car Was Just another ] broken 11nk in his _
connectlon to the real live world that swirled about Hlm---but too ;

oy

oft 3N left nlm out.

rs

ane telev151on world wasuuearef'éﬁdimore éompénidjable.‘nuriﬁg\
the many days when he was left at hdﬂé aione, ﬁe.éat with hié,eyes
glued on the maplc screen, hls cocker spanlel Brownle on his 1an‘or
curled up at ] hlS reet.~ The whole family knew that Uncle Joe: ?11ked -

i

to Brownie Just llke he was a person and laughcd when Brown1c looked

2

15 1F he understood every wora Maybe he»d1d " Brownie wauld do just
ubout everyihlng Uncle Joe told him to but‘pretyy wcll'iqnored the
rest of us. We figured the dog was good company for ﬁncle Jﬂc w?on'

his son was away at work and his daughter-in-law was off to one of

her nwaerous church or cluﬁ activities. Uncle Joe.didn't\want a
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housekeeper or a cook arouﬁd even though he could well afford one.'

M”brownle seemed to.be. 3ust xright fox hln, when thc famlly was away.

: Derhaps tﬁat's why we didn't pay much attentzon when  Uncle
JOe fqut qtarted talklng back to people 1ns1de the TV set, What 'j.f g
-.really st rred us up-was the day he got madfgégfat the loud-mouthed
éut&mobile salesman who-1n31sted~that he had to ‘come right down to
his sales lot and buy a car from h1m or he'd be SOTTY forever and ever.’
| '"Ycu crazy galoot!" Uncle Joe: shouted ‘ "You-ought to know I
can't drlve a car any-mor¢!"l.He jumped up‘out‘of_his'well-WOrn 
easy éhair-~-foréettin?khis achihg.back--aand'Waﬁed his.éane'ét thé

: <11e¢ma“. ‘ "I‘ll whacx you wizh thls st1ck if you don"~ shut up'"A

lle novcd throqtcntngly toward the TV set. Portunauely, ﬁhe auto .
. an 5 4
man® s time was up about theq aﬂd~the weatn»gﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁmcame On,"prgquting

fair skies. Uncle Joe calmed downy

.\ oy v s

After that, we beyan not1C1nn Uncle Joe and soon found out thj%'

. he hag moved right out(q? the real wo%ld around hlm and actually

11vq§ inside the TV set in Just about every way except phy51cally.
ﬁhe vcanle on thc TV. shows g%:ﬁ;ﬂﬁhﬁ to “him the actual p31§0ﬁo

" in his llfe and the reot .of usngié JUSt so much statlc that

1uterfere? with his TV world Uncle Joe ma ogno bones abcut 1t~

a lot of t*mes he'd: Just like to turn tho rest oF the world off and out!
"That woman wants me to coﬂe and see her, so ' I can try out her

cooking, " h-'al say; "But I'm not g01ng. Too. mqny of these women ére’

just trylng to get hold of my poccetbook ‘G She 1 ’now$°1've got some

money saved up. lney re aluays,trylnghto get me to bu?.sométhing.“

Prize fi phus and wrest11ng matches R snmet@dng Uincle Joe,

zqntcd no wqrt of before he moved 1n51de the TV. Now, he not only
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watche5~cvery gne’heAcan}findg‘he.is‘an’actﬁal.parficipant as far
as he's concerned. | | L "

”I-%éggconid‘a‘ wbn that)match‘fdnight,jif ifd,hqdran honest
referee, " he seﬂetimes complalns..’"l'think that whiskered*#é-and~so:
T was wrestling must be hls cous1n, or he owes hlm money

When the wcsterns come on, Uncle Joe 11ves 1n the past He :

: rlaes the range wlth the. ﬂersecuted ﬁsaﬁ rancher, and he walks down -
the street~t0 danget wzth'the»ﬂx swagger;ng‘sherlff¢ He flghtsl
‘Iﬁ&ians attackiﬁg the wagon train, with.wﬁéoﬁs and rifie‘firé, not

~ to mention those he beats to death with his: cane.‘ Brownie hides.
unaer . the qofa uhen the shootlng starts, lest he be mlsﬁzaken for

a’ desperqdo or 2 mountaln lion. ’['j;

But Uncle Joe dcesn't stay 1n tbe paat ﬁe also liveé"far into 
the guture. .Science flctlon storles on TV are a fanE}lte dish’ for
hi' Vgny a tlme he's been blasted (he tnlnkdl 1nto space to scek

Lo1i fe on a dlstant planet, or to “do combat 1n rccket ships withess
C ;rea%ures_ﬁrom Mars. Fact is, he wont have anytnlng to do with those
 >moan§§§g§§a§gggL§y Am rlcan sc1entlsts dﬂhlle back
- wFakel Cheét'" he told them. "I'v& been to the noon 1ots of
times, and that's not the way 1t is iﬁ'all You're- 3ust trylng t0‘
sell us a lot of prepaganda telllng us that's the way the moon looks'"

Then he nay 1aunch into a detalle& descrlptlon of the lanasgape |
~and. monstors that apneared in the most recent sczentzflc gruesome '
He‘@‘s seen, : | | | 4

Travelogues 1nter§§t @% Uncle Joe, too Therqﬂs hardly any
_ ﬁlacc‘ln tne world he. hasntt been--on TV.‘ Of course, he did TUun,
around a 1ct when he was young but he never got out51de the United

States even when he was in the army 1q World War~I. That doeqn't
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bnther Uncle Joc. " Some ofbthe‘placés he's Seenfohly_oﬁ TV are . -

more real to him than others he's visited often, or even lived in.
UL '

'Hc likes to travel bgjhors {pack or train but not by plane or boat,

“robably he got acquainted with some of’the;big cities while

he was helplnn prlvate eyes solve murder mysteries. They have to

" do it just rzaht r they'll hear from Uncle Joe. He doesn't bawl

them out or anythlnw bad, because he is on the side of the law; but

t

he tells them where they're maklng mxstakes $0° they wont do 1t
ugain '

What really makes Uncle Joe' ad 15 those lawyer programs that

e

lcad you all thc way through the show w1th e flngers of

accusat 1on “olnt1nv toward pract1Ca11y everybody. Then the lawycr-
will exnlaln 1n the ep1logue howjhe 's flgured 'all along that the

real culnrlt is somebody else, on account of some mlnute but .

- sig ﬂlfzcant ‘piece of eV1donce that wasn't even hlnted at on ﬁhe show.

"Those blasted shyster lawyers," Uncle Joe fumes.'"Tnat crooked

suy eu 1t to be dlsbarrgd for coverlng up ev1dence llke that! Soon

as 1 gct time, I'm gonna wrlte the supreﬂe court. and havc that bird

i with nalfeasance oF his %ﬁ% hypocr1t1ca1 oathi™

d
of- course, he s, yot hls oath mlxed up w1th his mcdlcal

programs, which he also watches but wlth a d1fferent 1dent1f1cat10n

pattern. On the med1ca1 shOWS, he is nelther the hero nor the patient.

e is always the younv lover, ch331ng the nurses. But the less

/u:gmw u_aém o

Uacle Joe never makes any dlst1nct10qxbetweenﬁﬁua newscasts and

said about that the better.

séieﬁce'fxct1on, bctween com@ﬁ1es and commercials, or E&ween
documentaries and old movies. Everything is'reélsas‘life;and twice

. S . "
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as blg. “robanly he is conv1nced that they can see- # and hpar
him just as well as he can sce and hear then, Maybe better.

The whole family was nretty worried | for awhllc after we
discavered vhat had hanpened to Uncle Joe---ar was it somethlng
that Uncle Joe had done? But we €1yured maybeﬁ%h everythlng s
all right after all,

MWhat alf erance does it make,’as long as he s hcalthy aﬁé
haépy?" Cousin Ldgar asked.' Nobody - ‘could think of a pood answer
fOr"that,'an&.theré brébably isn't anything we could‘éo’about it,
anyway. 1t just’looks like Uncle Joe‘enqus'li?ing in the TV
world better than in the real world s ’fﬁ '

Alﬁcr all 11&0 1ﬁsxde a telcV131on set may have 1ts
adVdﬁtiheS. i wg can. «et several chanﬂels on our set, so all
Uncle Joe has to do if he doesn't 11?3 the world he's in is to

yr——
turn’th& Sk knob and he s 1n anothcr world 1f hc doesn't llke

any'eﬁ them, hu can. turn off the whole bu51ness aﬂd a0 to bhed..
' ?be rest of us wno have to get up and go to work every :
morﬁxnv aren't S0 fortunate! |
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