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If T Were Twenty-One Again
/

The age of dis cretlon hac been defined ss that perlod of
life when you're %too ybung to die and %too old to have any fun. I
don't think any of this group beszides myself has readhed that age.
Neither are you old enough to do much loocking back to say, "No w
if I had that to do over again,.zfd do it differently®. TYoufre
still young enough to look ahead and say, “"Whenever I have to do
thet I'11l not make the sawe méstake thaf.fellow did;“ Thatts hy
I have written this talk for today. James L. Gordon, an eminent
theclogién, after he passed & certain milestone in his life, bhegan
to loak back and wrote a treatise entitled *If I were 21 Again.”
It is too long to read to you but I have condensed it to cover the

high points and I want to give them to you now. ¥hese comments are

ES '« Garuon'q but I may, if we hava time, call on two or three of youk
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1 If I vere 8l agein I would give 20 minutes every day to syec1af{

physical exercise. All tiings being equal, happiness depends on

health, health depends aon digestion, digestion depends on bloodk the
quality of blood dmepends on-circulation and circulation depend s &n

exercise., Health is lifets first prize.

2. If I were 21 again I would study and strive to be an original
thinker. The only real diffe- ,c;.between a gtuﬁid men and th e man
who is original is the vital fact that one man thinks and the other

does not. Do not take thinge for granted. Take fhem for what they

are workh. Think your way through;prejudise} precedent, custom,

“eonventien, style, fashion and all the forms of modern folly and get

at.the heart of things.

Q. I I were 21 again I would steer my life by a few fundamental
convigtiong, The great convictions of life are expressed in zuch
worde as God, Truth, Right, Love, Law and Immortality. One great
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idea clearly defined and nobly enthroned is a blazlng torch in

the darkness.

4, If were 21 again I

coneerning tie

%,

I weould not Hri

I would bring hunanity up to

De IT 1

wers

word and deed. A Ch

an extraordinary way.

6 3 If I»mere

in some worthy realm of

won'T succeed anywhere.

Tl
into every 24 hours. Kindness

from.slmmminc.
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exnerience. There are events
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Live in the light of your

9. If

among tiie older »neopnle.

would like to be of avs

10. If I

ristian is

e 1

Koda

rovarelpn value of my £oul in

e

v

21 acain I would put gquali
21 again I would try
hunan effort.

If T were 21 again I woulﬂ llfe in the 11;ht of ewery grand

vihich

ey have learned tlie

lstance to

!

{

ould begin life witii a clear convietion

tiie Dresence of Gode.

e level of our comuon humanity but

e enlendld hieighte of Jecus.

[N

ty into every tliought,

& percson who does ordinary tiidng & in

to aciieve one splendid success

If you can'™ succeed here you

If I were 21 again I would kmwmkem crowd at least one kind act

e

is the gpfing that keeps the door

i a1 \_

crovdg an eternity into an hour.

Jou in £nd Chemes .

P
Jou

were 21 I would read the Tour Gospeks over ovnce every

&
12 monthe. Broad reading will ledd to proper interpretation.

11. If T wer 21 T would ideu
cause. To be firzt advacating

ta be thus lonely iz to Dbe lofty.

tify myself writh some great upmpopular

a noble cause it to be lonely but

I would rather stand alone for God

than, moping, move with the multitude.

12. If I were 21 apel
realm of The Beautiful.
cong,

beautifil---once a day.

n I would
We 21l

lovely picture, a rare literary

spend o little time every day in the

need it. A Becutiful poemn, sveet

oy
Ca

gem=---the touch ol the



s 7 13, If I were 21 agein I would ;ive the Tflower of m, youth
to Jeesue Chriet. T would begin life with Bjm. Tor those vho live

right end walk circumspectly, youll is oppbrtunity, manhood is

achievement and ola age ¢n holy memorys.
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