Ferdie J. Deering

Conservation, aWever-Eqdmg Job

T requires good vision 1o see a ray

of sunshine on a dark,” cloudy

day. Soil and water conservationisis
have pood vision.

Al the convention of the Oklaho-
ma Association of Conservation Dis-
1ricis, I asked leaders about antici-
pated cuts in funds and proposed

abolition of the Soil Conservalkm—

Service. o LT
All foreses dragtic fund r@dl.ﬁ_:“hn-
bl none expecis the SCS 10 be elim-
inated, The SCS provides technical
assistance to land owners and oper-
ators in conservalion planning.
“This crisis will give us an oppor-
(unity to evaluaie what has been ac-
complished and Lo impress upon the
public hew essential it is Lo con-
gerve s0il and waler™ was the con-
sensus. The public is bBelng im-
pressed daily with news from Africa
ihal shows whal happens whgn.con
servation is neglected.
The United States was headed in
that dirqrﬁﬁn until 50 years ago
when a e lional soiwand waler con-
gorvalion movemenl took hold, Ok-

sy W

lahoma, one of the newest states,
was about ithe worst eroded and
mest drowihy of them all,
When wonsegquénces ol
weretealized (armers, business peo-
plé and public officials went to work
with zeal. In a few years Oklahoma
was a national showease [or cOnser-
vatlion, Through “conservation
evangelism” and government as-
sistance, our direction Was re-
versed. Fields were gropeed, farm-
ing methods changed; ddms buill to
save water, and nol nearly as much

-goil went downsiream.

The job i=n’i finished after hall a
century. Soil and water conserva-
tion is'a process; not a project. We
still lose.lons gk lopsoil from every
acre of cropland every year.

Aboul 18 maonth Wrote a se-
ries’ H Ell;1.|1::1||:',,'_5 ___J‘M- l-armer-.
Stockman on CONSERMEOT
homa. I inlerviewed a nember of
longlime leaders. Without exception
they said we need a revival of con-
gervation evangelism.

“Farmers are plowing up land

erosion -

s

L o

har] been restored to grass (o

erosion,” said Richard Long-
rnb,gia- of Pauls Valley, a conservation
el divector for 47 yeat's,
_In brief remarks Lo the QACD con-
veniion, Nelen Fugua of Duncan, al-
miost 91, and anolther original dis-
trici direcior, said we need a re-
mewed drive (o complele upstream
flogd control. Gene Sawyver of Carne-
gie, DACD pregident, is oplimisiic
thatl conservalion will galn rengwed
O L,

Leopard Sclomon, edécuiive di-
reclor of Oklahoma Conservation
Commission, has said i1 may take a
shartage of food and fiber or anoih-
er dust bowl belore the American
public will give conservation lop
priorily. Lel's hope not!
_Conservation of our natural re-
sources, espeeiplly soiland water, is
nbsoluiely 1 1o our mation’s fu-
ture. We shouldilake a lesson from
our own pasl antd another [rom the
present situation of hungry people
in elher countries.



