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N ORDER to get started in the

right direction, children of the

future may have to make cholees of
careers early in life.

An apparent conflict has arisen
between Oklahoma's excellent voca-
tional and technical education pro-
grams and loglcal proposals [or im-
proving the quality of high school
education for those siudénts prepar-
ing to attend college. Probably it
will be resolved acceptably,

Even so, the suicome may place a
burden on youngsters who muost de-
cide whether to prepare for college-
trained professions or technical
trades before they have had much
opportunity o ebserve either. Fac-
tory tours give only superficial im-
pressions, romanticized business
presentations on TV often are mis-
leading, and many youngsiers have
no observation of thelr parenis at
places of employment.

Child labor laws prevent young-
sters from geiting jobs of their own
until age 16 and minimum wage
laws limit employment
agers who haven't been taught fo
work dependably and cooperatively.
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Parenis aren't always reliable
puides in choices. of careers for
youngsters. One lady introduced her
children, ages 2, 4 and &, to & friend
by saying: “The older one will be a
doctor, the next ane a sclentist, and
the youngest will be a lawyer.” Such
blind approaches result in mer-
chants who would rather be avia-
tors, surgeons who would prefer to
be ranchers, and lawyers who might
be betier salesmen.

Most teachers lack broad experi-
ence or observation of careers need-
ed 1o qualify them as cempetent ca-
reer coufizelors.

Because new college entrance re-
quirements to take effect in 1988
will require more rigid high schocl
curricula, Dr. Frances Tutile, direc-
tor of the Oklahoma Department of
Vocational Education, says enroll-
ment in the state’s 24 vo-ltech cen-
ters may be cut in half. But unless
studenis learn more English, histo-
ry, math and science they may e
unable to meel college enfrance re-
quirements.

Both types of training are needed
and many students would like Lo
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have both, A diviaity schoal profes-
s0r some years ago ashed his elase:
“Tf all the garbage men and all the
preachers guit at the same time,
which would you miss {irst?” There
i5 a need for all types of training.

At the recent Freedom Forum for
high school students in Oklahoma
City, Dr. J. Terry Johnson, president
of Oklahoma Christian College, sald:
“America is alive and well today be-
capse we have champloned the work™
ethic.”

Unfortunately, millions of young-
sters are growing up, as thelr par-
enis may have done, without being
exposed ko the work ethic. They of-
ten become school dropouls,

Employment authorities say thal
rapid changes in business may
make it necesgary that a person
have two or more careers in a life-
time. Large numbers of people pres-
ently are emploved in types of jobs
that didn't exist when they were in
grade school,

It will be difficult for children to
aim toward their life's work as high
school freshmen, but they may have
lo iry anyway.




