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Small Colleges One of Our Assets

HE CRY that we cught to abolish
& substantial part of Oklaho-
ma's statewide system of higher
tducation again is being voiced o
give the legislature more money fop
other purposes. In my opinion, guf

ivcalized college system is |'.|-n.1iI ni-

our Stalé's major asseis,

We have good reason to be proud
of Oklahoma State University and
the University of Oklahoma. Both
are serving the state well, Hll.'il]-
Eling to raise their standings among
the nation’s institutions of higher
learnings and in significant re-
search and knowledge.

Their purposes and work must be
supported and expanded, but pot by
sacriflcing & dogen smalier univer-
sities and colleges, or even the doz-
en junior colleges owver the state.
These also serve useful purposes.

They provide opportuniiies for
thousands of studenis to obtain col-
loge cdueations who might be un-
able to atlend larger universities.
Probably ball of our state’s gradu-
ates obtained their degrees from
smaller colleges, while that many
mdre receivied two or three years of

5

college which helped them prepare
for productive lives.

Mot all high school graduates are
réady (o lackle the competitive

= of business or the awesome
pre of & large university.
Moy ofthem accomplish more at
snihl] f.'ﬂ]I.E.ng. where there is a

clmer faculiy-atudent relationship,
and a greater opportunity to partic-
ipate in activitles.

Instead of abolishing or erippling

“our sydiem of higher education, we

should consider ways (o make it bet-
“Ter.

Steps are being taken to bring OU
and OS50 to pacity with other major
universities. Advancements should
be made bul they may make it more
difficult for average students o
gualify for entrance or 10 complete
COUTSes,

Standards are being rolsed at oth-
er lnstlivtions, 1eo, bul not all of
them Seem 0 have well-defined
goals. Every institution ought o
hawve ail least one arca of achieve-
ment in which it is outstanding, It is
not endugh just 1o bold elasses.
Merely calling a school a university

or college doesn’t make it one.

The rising cost of education is an-
ather reason why there is need for
colleges over the state. Basic cost of
attending one of our larger universi-
iles Is now estimated at $3,300 per
year,

Nat every family can come up
with F12000 or S15,000 each for
three or four children, 1 the stu-
dents can live at home and com-
mute the cash outlay may he pe-
duced substantially,

It has been claimed that colleges
and universities are iturning out
more graduates than there are jobs
opening. This is a surprising state-
ment when we are being told that we
are entéring “"The Information
Apge.” How can we have 100 many
educated people?

In our sports-crazy nation ithere is
a tendency to rank colieges and uod-
versities according to their rank.
ings in [ootball or baskeiball polls,
It might shock some Tans Lo learn
there are educational institutlons
where research and knowledge are
congidersd 1o be more important
than athletics.



