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Break W4th the Past Causes Troubles
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PRIOR to the Demod¥afic presi-

dential nomipatingconvention
one of the agpirants for that honor
was quoted in a magazine article as
saying he believed the majority of
the people wanted a “break with the
past.” He said the past “doesn’t
work any more."

It might be argued otherwise.
Many of our troubles seem to have
been caused by "a break with the
past.” The principles upon which
our nation was founded aren't per-
mitted to work. We are overgo-
verned, overspent and overtaxed.

What are the principles of the
past? They include many qualities,
including thrift, self-reliance, mo-
rality, religion and the belief that
government should be limited to es-
sentials.

These were embodied in the phi-
josophy of those who created our na-
tion as a "republic,” not a “demaoc-
racy.” This point is the topic of a
timely discussion in “National Pro-
gram Letter,” a publication of Na-
tional Education Program at En-
terprise Sqguare, USA, by its editor,

Dr. Kenneth W. Ryker.

Ryker writes that the most
concise, comprehensive definition
of a democracy he has found came
from a War Department training
mannal published In 1928 “before
the rovolutionaries took over the
government.™

It defines “democracy" as *'a gov-
ernment of the masses. Authority

‘derived through mass meeting or

any other form of ‘direct’ expres-
sion. Results in mobocracy. Attitude
toward property is communistic,
negating property rights. Attitude
toward law is that the will of the
majority shall regulate, whether it
be based upon deliberation or gov-
erned by passion, prejudice and im-
pulse, without restraint or regard to
consequences. Resulls in demago-
gism, license, agitation, discontent,
anarchy.”

Ryker cites the observation made
more than two centuries ago by
British historian Alexander F.
Tytler, who said “A democracy ...
can only exist until the voters dis-
cover they can vote themselves lar-

gess out of the public treasury.”

Shortly after the Constitutional
Convention Benjamin Franklin was
asked whether a republic or a
monarchy had been established. He
replied “A republic, If you can keep
it.” Ryker quotes other auihorities,
including Samuel Adams, who said
“Democracy never lasts long. It
soon wastes, exhausts and murders
itself.”

Ryker says Rev, Ed Opitz wrote a
few years ago that “Majority deci-
sion at the polis is an excellent way
of choosing personnel for political
office, but it is a violation of the
moral law for the majority to vote
away any man’s freedom.”

Ryker concludes “This is where
we have gone wrong! Every day the
Congress is in session it votes away
the economic freedom of our people
by taking from some to give (o oth-
ers. But we have the power to stop
this by removing the representa-
tives in Congress who are voting
thisway.”

That power applies to the legisla-
ture, too!



