Ferdie J. Deering

Oklahoma City

ELAHOMANS have seen : lot of

%t boom towns. They sprang up

Flong railroads and at crossroads

‘because folks could imagine each of

those places becoming an important
trade and transportation center.

~Bhanty towns were thrown up al-
‘mos{ overnight in the vicinity of ail
A814d discoveries and there was once
FFold boom town in the state. Boom

wns grew up around World War 11
ﬂ&t&m installations.

. A. bosf town may be any locallty
t experiences sudden growth in
spdpulation, business, or importance.
mDklahoma City was & bodm town
ithe past, and by almost any del.l-
altion it would have to be clags

sa5 a boom town today. It is gf*ﬂumgl

Japidly in population, in business,
and in importance.

Start with the downtown section,
where a whole new skyline has been
consirueted. Mope people are em-
ploved thére now than during that
area’s heyday as a retail shopping
center.

Then look at more than 100 shop-
ping centers in the metropolitan
area and make a guess as to how

oom To

miuch business they are doing.

More gre being built. It is not unu-
sual to discover a new office build-
ing or shopping center under con-
struction near where you live or
work. You might surmise that we al-
ready have emough, but a few weeks
latér you may notice the parking lot
is filled with~cars, Indicating em-
ployees and customers are transact-
ing business,

Conzider housing &Evelupmenﬁ .

that have been buill in the last 10
years and then obsetVd hiow many
more expenglve new homes and
apartments dre being built on all
sides of Oklahama City, in suburban
communities, and in other townp
within commuting distance.

Mast wholesale firms long ago
outgrew the limited area east of the
downtown section, No longer tied to
the railreads for shipment§ of mear-
chandize, these also have relocated

_on the perimetgr.-and there are a lot

more of them.

It hasn't been many years since g
dozen banks were adequate to han-
dle Oklahoma Cityans' money and
loans. Now there are at least four

wn Again

times that miany, and more branch
banks may be on the way.

Other areas of increasing impor-
tance, including education, health
care, technology, transportation,
and manufacturing.

Probably everybody thinks that
the thoroughiares he or she uses are
the most crowded in the area, but a
trip to any other side of the city
may make the familiar roads seem
easier to travel. .

That iz, if they are not blocked off
here and there for repairs, rebuild-
ing, or new construction. Heavier
traffig-pf all kinds has faken heavy
tall.of Blacktop and many thorough-
fares neod 1o be widened to accom-
maodate the thnu parade of carg
and triks.

When the dnwntnwn urban renewal

project was launched and hundreds of
nld buildings were being lorn out to
make roam lor pew structures a visit-
or commented: “Oklahoma City 1s a
nice town — or will be if you ever get
it finished.”

Oklahoma City isn't finished vet
bat it's under sopstruction and is
booming along toward its centenniel
celebration in 1989,



