Ferdie J. Deering

Ay

Good Reasons for Suppa?;f%m&@Q 581

ATER may be the nearest thing

we have to a non-pariisan polit-
ical isgue. In hiz Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus said God sends “rain
‘on the just and the unjust.” That
might be construed to include all
political parties. Water is a univer-
gzl need,

The conservation and distribuiion
of water ranks bigh as a public re-
sponsibility. When aur couniry was
sparsely setitled. and clear streams
of unpolluied water were aecesginle
many [amilies conld maintain their
own water supplies. & few still do.

With the majority of our cltizens
living In cities and towns it is not
feasible for each family to have its
wwn well. Even where waler is abun-

dant, publicly owned distribution’

systems are nreded. That isstrue in
numercus Oklahoma towns and ro-
ral areas.

Election officials had guite a time
writing a ballot title for State Ques-
tion 581 which Oklahomans will vote
on Aug, I3, It provides for state ag-
sistance to local water syslems.
State law reqguires ballot titles to be
written 50 1ypical eighth graders

can understand them.

Eighth graders can't vote but any-
one with an eighth grade education
should be able to understand the es-
sentiality of good water, adeguate
distribution, and public responsibil-
ity for both.

Voters are being asked by politi-
cal spokesinen, numerous civie and
farm organizations, and by water
users to help Oklahoma communi-
ties improve their water systoms
without increasing taxes.

The legislature appropriated $25
million for these purposes from sur-
plus funds, back when the state had
a’‘surplus. It was ruled that the law-
makers. could net creaté siate obli-
gations without a vete of the people,
50 the money was not used,

If voters approve 5 581 this mon-
iy and state bonds would secure wa-
ter improvement loans to be repaid
by various communities. If citizens
reject 5Q 581 the legislature may
spend the last relic of our state sur-
pius and our water systems will re-
main inadequate,

Here are other reasons why [ {a-
wvor 5Q 551

T drink lots of water, and waler is
my drink;

Maost Oklahomans arée chorch
members and churches nesd ample
water for baptismal rites;

It takes water to grow grass and
feed to produce meat, and it would
be tough not Lo have plenty of steaks
and roasts;

Eread is the stalf of life, and it
takes waler to grow wheat, as well
as all other foods except cacius;

Homeowners need abundani wa-
ter to grow trees, mice lawns, and
prewty- flowers 1o make beautiful
places 1o live; -

The beauty and value of Oklaha-
ma's many lakes and sireams are
tremendeus, but many of them
could be made more useful;

Most industiries and all citles and
towns need plentiful water 1o keep
husiness going to provide jobs that
lead (v prosperity.

I can not think of any good rea-
sons or political reasons to vote
against 56 581 on Ang. 28,



Blackwell, Oklashoma
Februarw 20, 1984

Mr, Ferdie Deering
Editor, Farmer Stockman
Oklahome City, Oklahoma 73125

Dear Ferdie:

Congratulations on your series of articles on Soil Conservation in
Okiahoma, They are well composed and a quite historical background of
seil conservation in the state,

You are to be congratulated on your recognition by the establishment
of the President®s distinguished scholarship at Oklahoma State University,
I know of no one more qualified and experienced in this field,

Mrs, Hollopeter and I have enjoved reviewing some of the early day
experiences of the soil conservation work, This has been an extremely
interesting and rewarding experience, Having started here in Oklahoma
in 1933, we cannot claim credit for all the progress, because it was team
work from the beginning,

We had no more than received our orders for ten demonstrational

projects, when we were given the responsibility of locating and staffing
the 26 CCC camps,

As we followed the progress into the Regional office in Salina,
Kansas, and later in the Forth Worth office, my work amd travel require~
ments were extremely difficult, as you well know,

Thank you for a remarkable series of our efforts, and I am sure

history will recall vour accounting,

Yours truly,
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" Charles A. Hollopeter
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