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The Waste Disposal Research Need

DISEUSSIDNE about establishing
a high techoology computer or
elecironics industry between MNaor.
man and Stillwater could bring a po-
tentially high income development
to the state,

However, little notice seems to
have been taken of the fact that
very strong” acids are used in the
manufacturing processes for wash-
ing out lead, copper and ailoy resi-
dues. These wastes must be dis-
posed of somehow.

The spent acids are neutralized
but solvents containing metal resi-

dues bave penetrated the soils down -

to the water table, roining ground
water im Silicon Valley, CA., for do-
mestic, agricultural, and indusirial
uges, &=

S0 says Dr. Ralph Harkins, direc-
tor of the Land Treatment Research
& Development Broject being estab-
lished 10 miles west of Ada by the
Environmental Research Tnstitule
of Kast Central University. Tt |s
being built on 110 acres owned by
ECU Foundation and will gtilize sei-
entific services of EPA's nearby
Kerr Laboratory.

“There is no industry that does
not produce its quota of hazardous
waste,” Harkins saysa, “bhot for cer-
tain bisdegradable erganic wastes,
land treatment is less costly than
alternatives, and is not land-deplet-
ing." An objective of the EPA-gu-
thorized project is 1o field test
means of land treatments,

A previous envibonmental re-
search project condovted by Easi
Central dealt with salt watér {nfiu-
slon in secondary recovery oil #ells,
in cooperation with the Osage Trib-
al Authority., ’

Another led to the development of
a system for refrieval of informa-
tion on waste research through the
ECU library system. A large
amount of research materiai. pub-
lished on this subject has beed ab-
stracted and data put into comput-
ers, where it s asceessible 10 users
at the library or by telecommunica-
tions.

The Land Treatment project will
determine potentials for use of bio-
logical organisms to make such
wastes as sludges from oil refiner-
ies and manure from cattle feed lots

more readily biodegradable,

A methoed of on-site treatment of
creosote wastes from wood preserv.
ing plants is neededg Harking esti-
mates between TO0 and 2,000 creo-
sote pits ranging in size from a city
block to 20 acres are situated in
Eastern Oklahoma and Western Ar-
kansas,

Yet another hazardous waste
needing disposal study is palychlori-
nated biphenyl (PCB). It has been
banned byt PCB wastes have been
tound. in dumps afeér 15 years and
its * bredkdawy .fime 18 unknown.
FPCE has bisbn'dsefl'in plastics, elee-
tric transformers; hydranlics, color
photography and manufactured
products.

The ECU project was begun in Ju-
ly 1982 and Harkins say=s it is con-
siderably behind schedule because
of time required to obtain constroc-
tion and operation permits from the
State Department of Health. Con-
struction iz now aboot half done and
he hopes to get it operating in time
to show useful results before the
project’s initia} S-vear aulhoriza-
fion EIPI.‘['E";-E } i



