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Nation’s Middle Class Is *mkmg

CHARACTERISITC of dictator-

ships iz that the people gener-
ally fall into two classes — the very
rich and the very poor.

A strength of a republic is that
the majority of the people are mid-
dle clasz. There are rich and there
are poor, but most citizens are earn-
ing their livelihoods and rank some-
where in be 'n. They love their
country, theififiomes, thelr familles,
their churcBes;and other instito-
tions that hefp.to make a better life
for self-reliant people.

In the past the United States hasg

admitted millions of immigranis
who aspired to freedom of opporiu-
nity and who were willing to work to

acquire the basic comforts of life,

Our citizenship and our national
leadership have been infleenced,
mostly for the better, hy the peoples
who have moved here from other na-
lions.

It iz evident that millions of immi-
grants now entering this country al-
50 will carry conziderable weight in
determining future patterns of liv-
ing, religion, politics and workman-
ship.

The move by Congress to grant
mass amnesty to millions of aliens
who entered this country illegally is
controversial largely because many
of them are willing to do jobs Amer-
icans won't take.

Mexican nationals have flocked

across the barder to harvest vegeta-
bles and fruits while unemployed-:
native Ame.ricans live off goverm-
.ment relief checks, food uta]p.

and other handouts. ‘”_‘
Orlental Immigrants are de

study, careful attention to details,
and courtesy.

Major changes in characteristics
of our maiive population are taking

-place, teo. A high proportioniof the

people are classified as elderly.

More families are headéd by wom-

en. Civil rights legislation has given
greater freedom to ethnic groups,
subversives, homosexuvals, and
eriminals. Patriotism, morality and
integrity have declined.

Some liberal scientists and demo-
graphers are saying that the na-
tion's middle class is shrinking.
More congervative analysts tend 1o

disagree, although statistics show
that the proportion of people classi-
fied as poor is increasing, More may
be getting richer, too.

Numercus entitlement programs
enacied by Congress have plunged
the Onited Siates into debt now au-
thorized up to $1.57 trillion.

Assimilation of Immigrants inta
our population is bound to influence
what is expected of government and

" of Amgrican citizens. A letter from
¢ e Milton E. Sheid of Oklahoma City
strating the benefits of diligent'

contains several suggestions that
Congress might do well to consider.

“The United States is not the Unit-
e - Mations,”” EZhaid wrote. “The
rights and responsibilities of citi-
zens of the United States 1o register
and to vole supersedes participa-
tion in cur socic-economic systerm.
Pledge of alleglance to the flag of
the United States and to the country
tor which it stands is a paramount
condition for aliens becoming legal
citizens of America.”

Patriotic Americans should set
good examples for aliens o honor
aur country, our fag, and our free-
doims.



