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Progress Measured b y Materialism

F you were given your choice of a

time 10 be alive, which would

you select -— the past, the present,
or Lthe [uiure?

Would you like to go back 1o con-
ditions as they were in the year of
your birth? For manv of us that
would mean giving up the majority
of the physical comforts and conve-
niences thit we now enjoy. We
might not like that, Make a list and
s,

Awhile back & vigibing lecturer at
the University of Oklahoma asked a
philozophy class wheéther they be.
lieved there has been any “net prog-
ress in human history, as a whole.”
He excluded ' téchh

progress
from cnns!dgrﬂw tudents
answered Mo~ only

mean mankind is gelting no better,
Later this lecturer, Husion Smith,
former professor at Massachusetis
Institute of Technology, participat-
ed in a discussion that was reported
in a publication of the Oklahoma
Foundation for the Humanitles un-
der the heading “Religion and a

Global Society.” Others laking part
were Tom Boyd, GU professor of phi-
logophy, and Father David
Monahan, editor of Sooner Catholic.

In their efforts to define religion,
Smith observed that it would “ins
clude not only what have  bedn
known as the great historical. relig-
ioms — Christianity, Islam and. th
like; but you alse definitely woull
include communism, capitalisim,
maybe atheism if someone really or-
ganized his lile around an active be-
lief in the non-existent God.” Then
he added “but by the same token
¥ou might include horse racing if
that was what gave life its meaning
for some creaturs,”

I it is true that owr religion is
whatever we worship, the studenis
might be correct in their conclusion
that mankind isn't making much, il
ADY, Progress.

On his recent visit 1o Bwitzerland,
Pope John Paul IT warned of world-
wide growth of materlialism and
sald that secularization threatens to
make religious faith irrelevant.
Probably few leaders of other relig-

ious bodies would dissgree,

Most of the standards By which we
measure progress are based on ma-
terial values, This includes politics
since a major function of govern-
ment is to colleci money from the
public and spend i1 on services or
hand it out 1o ofher citizens,

In a recent issue, U5 MNews &
Waorldfeport reported a survey ask-
ing *I§ America Better Off These
Days®? Only 3t percent of the re-
spondents sakd America Ischanging
for the better. Economic préssures
headed the list of causes of changes,
[ollowed by shills in valuweS: Tech-
nology, wars, and changes in the
familydegged substantiallybehind.
Religion wasn't listed. !

The -philosophy  of materialism
may be summed up.in the Ecplesi-

._a\atiﬂl-.eiaﬁe&slﬂm‘fa man- hath no
betier thing under the sun, than to
eat and to drink, and to be merry.”
It is being promated in just about
every way possible as the ideal,
crowding aspirations for higher val-
ues out of our lives,

b ot
"~



