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Punishment Deters Crime, Or Does It?

ENCE has been a problem of
mankind since the beginning.
COur culture and techonology abet
and promote vielence to the point
that clvilization often appears to be |
near defeat,

Terrorism, turbulent politics, and
perpeiual threats of war on every
continentare made more terribie by,
aﬂ'll}nllfiﬂ discoveries from the 'll.t'l,j'
atom to limitleéss space, el

Instead of violence being subdued
it has become an object of waorship, -

-"Lt

iz basically violent and may sound
mare so. People often display vio-

lent postures by clothing, makeup,

or other fads.

out by thousands to watch vialent
games in mammoth arenas” Vio-
lence is an element of many. forms
nf- ndividual or private rc:!ﬂ.-n.'tmn

iafence Is a chamnteﬂstm of
1neSs, c-ﬂmgﬂ&;ti Sbeing  its
milder form. Lab isputes often

A mass killer in Texas recently-de- . involve use of foréd for economic
clared hundreds more like him are gains, while cnporatﬂ executives
members of a cult called "The wield monetary power viclently o

Hands of Death.” Viclence some-
times bre
ligions, 1
In April the Justice Dep;rtmema
said 456,000 cases of family wvio-
lence occur annuoally. Violent par-
ents and vielent children may be ax-
pected to treat others roughiy. Love
and sex frequently are mo're viulent
than romangic.
Such atiitudes ﬂughfnn} surpriia
us, We absorb daily doses of wvig- 5
lence from the news, literature,
movies-and TV. Much of our music

gobble up rival companies.

& QUL among peac-eiu] iy ORI 11T sal‘q from,  viokenes
BgaNgshere I yod think so, just "get

tyryour car and venture forth 1o
_the perils of wild mum.usu. &ﬂ-unked
drivers andﬂpeedlﬂﬁi‘f:hf - ¥

¥hile you are gone -:-rlmma I8 may
break inte your home to-rob, com-
mit arson, rape or ever murder, If
they are caught, and if they are con-
victed, and,if they are sent to pris-
o, we'i‘are being told fhe;r must pot
‘e dealtwith viblently. "

Awew Oklahoma law says that in .

order 1o reduce prison population,

_sodomy, second degree rape, at-

tempted robbery and attempted

" murder are to be regarded as non-
As a nation of sporis fans we torn--

violent crimes. Thni.w-\&npw-c!teu ol
them may be released frém punish-
ment.

Cur softened attuudw‘ﬁward wvio-
lence are vellected My Widespread
campaigns against fputting [elons
hehind bars at all. Research has
shown that certainty of punishment
iz an effective deterrent to crimse
but quitea Ieu.r argue otherwise,

Richard Mﬂ-rnn, who teaches
criminalogy at Mount Holvoke Col-
lege, recently wrote in MNewsweek
magazine: "We assumé thal punish-
mentideters crime, but it just might
be ... that crime deters punish-
ment, that there is so much crime
that it simply cannot be punished.”

If that reascning is logical, it
might also be true thai there s so
much violence that it canmnot be
stopped. Thereforé; the rest of us
may be compelled o become vio-
lent, too. If that happens, can civili-
zalion survive?




