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Universities Recruiting Scholars, Too

OLLECES and universitics gen-
erally are regarded as educa-
tional and research institutions but
many are better known for their big-
time athletic departments than for
academic achievemenis.

Large gate receipts and booster
contributions enable independently
budgeted sports departments to re-
eruit athletes nationwide and for-
elgn stars are nnh appearing in
lineups.

Most colleges ﬁd universitles

have foundations or other arrange- -

ments to receive fupdsdor_CRerpit-
ment and support of scholars.. Mot

many have been able to nh:rull:
“brains” as aggressively as ﬂ-ﬂ-
coaches can recruit “hrawn™

Efforis are being made to bring
scholarship back into the forefront,
with econsiderable success. This
month I attended events at two (k-
lahoma oniversities where scouting
for scholars was featured and bene-
factors of scholarship programs
recognized.

East Contral University at Ada in-
vites alumni and friends to contrib-
wie 3200 each per year io a apecial

scholarship fund to EJ!-'IIET. more gtu-
dents with serious educational
goals. It is administered by East
Central University Foundation,
whaose (reasurer is Oscar L. Parker,
iong-time ECU business manager,
now retired.

Dwonors are designated by Dr.
Stanley P. Wagner, ECU president,
as members of the President’s Advi-
gory Council, which meets annually.
Wagner says response has heen
gratifying in the few years that this
*quesat for the best” planhas been in

Lo,
“'For the current school vear, Dr.
Cene Stephenson, vice president for

academic affairs, reported that 184——The sveni s outh added

grholarships were awarded. In some
cases, they may have made the dif-
ference between a student being DT
able to attend college or not.

East Central celebrated its T5th
anniversary ihis month. It was es-
tablished in 1909 as a state normal
gchool to frain teachers, acguiring
university status a few years ago. It
has an enrollment of approximately
4,500,

Larger

universities with more

graduates and wider recognition al-
ways have had more scholarship
funds avallable, but they also are
seeking endowments to attract
maore sutstanding students.

Oklaboma State University at
Stillwater, under leadership of O8U
President LoL. Eﬂger. began 4 pro-
gram for “Presideni ' ‘Diatinguished
Scholarships™ in 1975. These are en-
dowed bv contri¥etionsg: of §25,000
each, wilh income fromthe funds
awardsd 10 qualil: ing qnadents for
fomar srers at "*‘;f.l Y ol

Firs POV LAAeds oerd made 1w
four <iodont 2 TRIRTTTAT Founda-
tion Prodtdent Cheactes 1D Flaty said.
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Scholarships hy the unjversify s
centennial yesr im 1985, " .

Academic achigwen eniy 51 q;,::r. T

a long way to, go W mal g"-.-i h

semi- pmimiur--.i‘l :-.-|I1 ox tha

dominate many bnjoooaiie o ome

puses, but eventyally L 1'--. LT

may he corrected. ; "



