~U... Food Problems Preferable
T@ Those in Rest of the World

- By Ferdie J. Deering -
« Virtually every coun-
try in the world has ei-
:ther a farm problem or
‘a food problem. Many
‘have both. -
-~ The farm/food prob-
lem in the United States
:is costly and apparently
-unsolvable. But in com-
‘parison with those of
-other countries, it may
-be the best kind to have,
Food lines in the Unit-
ed States occur mainly
. where loaded shopping
carts clog check-out
counters. Consumers
spend only about one-
sixth of their take-home
pay for foed, compared
to more than half in
many countries.
Numerous nations
simply do not have
enough food available
for their populations
and lack money to buy
it. The present famine
in Africa probably is the
worst in this century.
Productive nations
have problems, too.
Britain, Denmark, Bel-
gium, France, West Ger-
many, Greece, Holland,
Italy, Ireland and Lux-
embourg, the 10 coun-
tries that make up the
European Community,
have as much trouble
agreeing on farm poli-
cies as Congress does.
Farm subsidies con-
sume more than 60 per
cent of the $23 billion
EC budget, largely to
pay farmers higher
prices for products that
- are sold for lower prices
* on world markets.
Farm income fell 21
per cent in West Germa-
ny last year, nearly 10
per cent in France, and
6.5 per cent in Britain.
Britain, usually allied
with West Germany,
wants to reduce subsi-
dies and lower retail
food prices. France is
irying to maintain polit-
ical tradeoffs.
Then there’s the Rus-
sian farm problem. Al-
though rated as the
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world’s largest wheat-

producing nation, it~
must import huge quan- -

tities of grain to provide
bread for its people.

In an interview con-
ducted and published by
the Oklahoma Founda-
tion for the Humanities,
Henry Bellmon, farmer
and former U.S. Sena-
tor, told of a conversa-
tion he once had with
Alexei Kosygin. The for-
mer Soviet premier had
difficulty in believing
that one American
farmer could produce
as much as 50 or 60 So-
viet farmers.

At the highest level
of government the Sovi-
ets are distressed by
their failures in agricul-
ture,”” Bellmon said.
“Failures both for relia-
bility and productivity.
The don't get much out
of their people or out of
their land.”

Now that's a real
problem, which causes
the Russian people to
stand in line almost dai-
ly to buy whatever foods
are available.

In dozens of nations,
political intervention is
a major handicap to
both food production
and distribution. Some
don’t have facilities for
handling ‘food, even if
donated. Sometimes
graft keeps it from
reaching the hungry.

A few months ago, the
Wall Street Journal re-
ported that  “bureau-
cratic blight” had hit
farm productivity and
purchasing power in Ja-
pan, Taiwan and Seuth
Korea, Asia’s most pros-
perous and successful
economies.

Abcut 40 per cent of
the “developing world's
population” live in In-
dia, where per capita
food supplies remain be-
low “recommended nu-

tritional minimums.” A
billion peaple in.’China
apparently get ;enough
food for work, but
menus and diets are se-
verely linmited.

At least 18 nations in
Africa face food prob-
lems of starvation di-
mensions. During 1982-
83, it is reported some
100,000 persons die of

starvation in Mozam- .

bigue in southeast Afri-
ca.

Many developing
countries have gone
hopelessly into debt try-
ing to buy food, but even
rich natiens do not get
all of the food they

want. The Japanese peo-
ple would like to eat
more beef, but farmer
opposition to imports
keeps it off most tables.

- Argentina, Australia
and Canada made big
gains in world trade
when a series of grain
export embargoes gave
the United States a rep-
utation of an ‘“‘unreli-
able supplier.” They
still have problems, as
we do, because of a
global wheat glut and
prices are low.

If we went shopping
on the world market for
the farm/food problems
that might be regarded
as preferable over oth-
ers, most of us might
choose to keep the one
we have.



