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The Lowly Mule Makmg Comeback

ULES are becoming a status

ymbol. Reports from Missouri
indicate that this dependable work
animal is now in demand by sports
and leisure enthusiasis and mule
breeding is on the rise.

The Wall Street Journal says rid-
ing and driving mules are becoming
lelsure-time activities competing
with dune boggles and four-wheel
drive vehicles, They will compete in
maore than 200 mule évenis sched-
uled for this ¥&ar by, ﬂam 3? mule
clubs, -;n.wﬂ

This 18- W Havlng gpnwn ~d4ay's work: ey would he
up in the dhriﬂwn cars werd dis-.barn, lea

BFNind tractors. wegl_ ?ﬂ;hmﬂh sometimes muﬁ :
1 TR I'f‘ the farms, 1 a hity mever got lost or hadagacei-

requ;-ct for both”
kinds of animaffEa P ey
P pespect they
can get, even fl' they are sterile
creatures with no hope l:uI! aterity.
They have a rupul.ullﬂl'l heing
stubborn but mules T have met did
not seem Lo be any more obstinate
than some caniankercus people [
have met.
When I was B years old T began
driving a bobtailed horse hitched to

a two-wheel cart, later advancing to
a hack! When [ became a teen-ager
mF Father decided T could handle a
i m of mules,

“Handling” may have been an ex-
aggeration. While I harnessed and
drove the mules, it often sqpmm:l
they were handling me.

Mules can be playful or mean.
Sometimes they would accept bridl-
ing readily and other times they
would make me chase them 15 min-
ytes before meekly surrendering.
When they decided thew

the driver ta*ﬂh

dent when traveling driver

It is futile to try o hurrr_#mu]c.
and they sometimes seemed to be
regarding human belngs with con-
siderable disdain.

The WET said that when the ULE.
Army, whose mascot still Is the
mule, eliminated its last mule-pack-
img unit im 1956 some soldiers said
the United States wouldn't win an-
other war without the mule, “So far
they're right,” the writer abserved.

Even =0, the mechanical age
made the lowly mule an obsolete
critterior a long time. The Horse &
Mule Association of America went
out of existence and the U.S. Census
of Agriculture stopped counting
horses and mules as farm animals.

Mule breeding went intg a slump,
with only dedicated mule lovers
stubbornly holding on. Now mule
magazines'sdy better looking mules
are selling#ar $4,000 each or more.

Don't ook for mules to resume
their former agricultural chorss,
however, even if a lew [armers siill
plow with mules. Economists have
caleulated that if we “de-mecha-
nized"” farming it would take 61 mil-
lion horses and mules to do what
tractors do, .

Tt would require 180 million acres
of farmland just to grow feed for
this many work animals. They
wouldn't be pulling implements with
air-conditloned cabs, swivel chairs
and tape decks.

Mules mighl take on the sask, If
they existed, bul where would we
el Tarm hands 1o accoepl soch
frueling working conditions”



