Ferdie J. Deering

BOUT 4 o'clock on Saturday

afternoon, after a day of read-
ing, writing and chores, I decided to
see if 1 could find some entertain.
ment on TV, which claims to offer a
lot of it.

Luck was with me. An unlisted
movie about newspaperman Henry
M. Stanley searching Africa for mis-
gionary David Livingston in the
1870s was ruaning on KOET.- It
starred Spencer Tracy and Walter
Brennan when they were young. It
WaE & great movie. E .

Uspally we aren’'t that fortunate.
Generally, if the program synopses
do not turn us away the background
musle and “who-done-it" listings
will. Even westerns made in recent
years often do nol have a “hero” or
even a single respectable character,

Because they are produced main-
Iy by the same sorts of people, films
for movies and TV are in the same
kind of decay.

Take these paragraphs [rom re-
cent movie reviews published in this
newspaper amd try to find whole-
someness, entertainment, inspira-

FE
Why Television

tiom, or other redeeming qualities:
One said: "This film deals sensi-
tively with the problems of teen-age
embalmers whose mothers have
committed suicide and whose [a-
thers hold seances with strange
women in the casket warehouse,™
Another sald: “There's no one

here to like. Familiar actor Cliff -

De¥Young plays a stridently insensi-
tive coach. Tracey's parents a¢ dis-
gustingly naive and solicitous.
Rourke's father stumbles through
the fllm in & stupor — like most of

the players, He, at least, has the ex-

cuse of being a sot.”

It's npo wonder that 50 many of to-
day’s voungsters are devoid of cour-
tesy when they learn their efiguette
from watching beer commercials
and family brawls in TV “situation
comedies.”

A survey by the Television Bureaw
of Adveriising says that in 1983
households with TV sets watched an
average of T hours and 2 minutes a
day, which was 14 minutes mare
than in 1982, Perhaps they weare
searching through a dozen channels

*Yurns Viewers Away

looking for something.

An analysis in U5, News & World
Repart headlined, “Why People Are
Turned Off by Television,” (Feb, 13,
1964} shows a decling in the propor-
tion of viewers watching three ma-
jor networks. ““The public 15 desert-
ing traditional kinds of programs
that long have been television's
staples,” it is ohserved.

One reasdn-could be decline in
quality of the staples. Like the mov-
ie theaters, they are appealing to
prurient interests of teen-agers and
“adolezcent adults™ with sex, vio-
lence and immorality. There are
good programs on TV but not nearly
enough.

Regardless of how repulsive &
movie or TV program may be some
people will watch, There are many
other people who are choosy about
how they spend (or invest) their
time and whe turn (o otker things
when the irash comes on.

Someone once said, “Thers's no
way to underestimate the poor taste
of the American public,” but movies
and TV are trying.



