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OMPUTERS are becoming com-
monplace in our business, rec-
reational and personal lives, but
they will never: make readmg, wr1t-
ing and arithmetic obsolete. .1

Nearly everybody we knéw: Cau' do
these things. Thus it ama#és us to
read that upwards of 20" million
adults in the United States are
“functionally illiterate.” They can't
read and write well enough to han-
dle demands of daily living.

These individuals have trouble
holding jobs. They suffer loss of self-
esteem and fear discovery. They
tend to have more accidents be-
cause they can’t read signs and in-
structions. They are deprived of the
sheer enjoyment of reading.

Illiteracy may be due to misdirec-
tion of emphasis. An example is the
athlete who obtained a degree from
an Iowa college and then discovered
he couldn't read or write well
enough to use it.

He was a victim of the system
tha\lsays; “If he’s six feet tall and

can handle the ball, he has a C aver-
age'n v
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letes do not account for all the illi-

terates being turned out or dropped )

out by our high schools and tol?
leges.

Other explanatlons offered 1n-
clude poor eyesight or hearlng ‘that
goes uncorrected, absences’ from
school because of illness, lack of
discipline, or home and family prob-
lems. ;

As one educator has pomted out
if a youngster doesn’t learn read
well, he probably won’t do: W, lin
other subjects.

An obvious hazard society faces is
that our electronic devices may ac-
celerate, rather than remedy, the il-
literacy problem. A pupil may rea-
son, “Why-should I read the lesson
when I canhear it read to me on the
classroom TV?”

Even adults may follow _the same
line of thought, because bgoks and
news reviews are available on tape
cassettes. Congress adopted a reso-
lution last year to study “the future
of the book.” It isn’t clear what the
lawmakers had in mind but we may
infer an assumption ikt hooks

e Obsolete

might be on the way to oblivien.

The electronic age has changed
readmg habits of American families
to-the point that afternoon newspa-
pers have disappeared from most
major cities. Magazines’ have shift-
ed, in the main, from family inter-
ests to specialized audience inter-
ests. ’

We live in a world where it is said
that each 40 minutes enough knowl-
edge is produced to fill a 24-volume
edition of the Encyclopedia Britan-
nica. If we can’t read well and com-
prehend clearly, we aren't keeping
up with the world.

Public schools apparently are try-
ing to reverse a downward trend in
reading abilities of youngsters, but
what about adults?

If you suppose that hearing is as
good reading, think about this: Even
an average reader with a speed of
400 to 600 words per minute can ac-
quire information three times as
fast by reading as by listening to an
average speak talk at 150 to 200
words per minute.




