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If It's Too Good to Be True It Likely Is

EARLY every week | throw po-

tential awards amounting io
hundreds of thousands of dollars in
free money into my wastebasket,

These fantastic gifts come from
business lirms. which have some-
thing to sell thauhe:.r consider es-
sential to my litg: The U.5. Postal
Service refers t ihe.-ae letters as
“bulk business mafif§recipients fre-
quently refer to 'H?m as “junk
mall. i

Whichever it may b the gimmick
is much thelsame, By sending my or-
der before & certain date 1 could be-
come eligible to be entered in the
final drawing and become a “poten-
tial winner,”

A few weeks ago [ started collect-
ing samples of the promises of what
I might have won. Here area lew:

A voucher for thréee days and two
nights of free vacation, plug bonus
prizes, was received from an Arkan-
sasresort sales -|:II‘IJ'I'E0|'.E[‘

A Birmingham publisher sent nep-
arate but almost identical offers for
twoe magazines, each listing 1,104
similar prizes that I might win by
subscribing. My luck woul? he to

subseribe to one and a subseriber
for the other magazine would win
ther jackpot.

A different pubdizshing firm of-
fered 325000 in cash or a yacht
cruise for my subscription order,
Ancther promised $25.000 o $100 a
manth for life if T ordered a certain
book and if T won.

A soience magazine that offered
only a free calculator/watch for a
subseription couldn't compete with

‘the subacription house that offered
540,000 a year for 25 years = one

million dollars!

The reason I pass up these glork.
ous opportunities to become tnstant-
Iy wealthy is that they sound too
gn-ud to be true. Somebody said

st seunds too good to be true
probably is.’

The mntljrrn ‘materizls are im-
pressive, often displaying what ap-
pears to be a check throogh the win-
dow envelope or fancy brochures
that resemble stock certificates,
Clamorous pictures of houses, cars
and appliances are designed to
arouse avarice. Many have my
name impressively insocted by word

processing machines.

Letters sometimes proclaim Al
prizes are puaranbeed o be given
away.” They rarely say when but it
probably will not be until they bring
in enough cash to cover costs. Care-
ful consideration of the matter
tends o generate skeplicism.

A few acquaintances have won mi-
norT prizes in giveaways but the big
winners always seem to live in dis-
Lant states.

Last week the mail brought a ca-
talog offering 32 pages of merchan-
dise and nearly a dozen leaflets of-
fering mumerous prizes, some of
which I could win just by rubbing
ink off the black spots,

One said in big clear print “You
may be our next big winner” and
warned that this is my last chance
io win the $250,000 super jackpot.
All T neead o do is send in anorder
for £15 or §20 worth of merchandise
Tdon'i need.

That sounds too good to be troe,
but you never can tell. I might be
the big winner this time. I'd batrer
et my order in the mail before the
o5l of stamps roos e RERin!



