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Government Reform a Big Order

Gﬂ‘v. NIGH has announced he will
appoint a 40-member bipar-
tisan commission to recommend re
forms in state government.

This could turn out 1o be his mast
constructive administrative act if it
guccesds in eliminating unneeded

goveramental functions, combines

others, reduces waste and saves tax
Money,

That is a big order, ran:-l:.r AcCorm-
plished. I seems to be politically re-
pugnant even to consider doing any

of those things. Politiclans always |
seek mare power, which comes from

expanﬂl.nﬂ government and spen

ing more 14X money to, j,gih;eg@e, ﬁ,ﬁ
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more people.
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cumable to determine whether their

work is essential or a proper fung-
l,;.gnﬂt thagstate,

Nigh'# apparent move. to reform ., wa
gmrernmEnt to benefit - the ﬂuh!ic‘“ o

has many precedents, a few. of
which sueceeded in part and man:@'

ihat fizzled for lack of leadership to

overcome political power,

Une of the more notable was the
Hoover Commission during the Tru-
man administration. Headed by
Former President Herbert Hoover,
it made many constroctive sugges-
tiong, but vote-consclous congress-

reduce {he numerois Bhatd, oo

1981, by John Greiner, capitol news ; missions.and agencies of staté gov-

writer, began:

“The lederal government may be
shrinking somewhat under the Rea-
gan administration, but Oklaho-
mans s00n may¥ sce Sooner State
government grow in response, a
stale official says."”

Any citizen may visit the capitol
complex and count the buildings
filled with emplovess but he may he

ernment. Most have few essential
funetions but it is possiblethere are
more of them now than during Bor-
en's term.

While Raymond Gary was gover-
nor in the 1950s, this writer served
on 4 state water policy study com-
mitkee, Tt consisted of legislators
and representatives of water users
and was headed by De, Lloyd E

Church of Wilburton, & long-time

conservationist.

Those of us nol in government
Lo mnmlidate the five or six
ping water pollution fume-

_#I.ﬂnsr,l.l;uiu one agency. The only way

we could get any constructive water

policies accepted by the legislators
was to leave the pollution “pork bar-
rels™ alone,

An article in the January Bead-
er's Digest describes the work of a
team of 252 businessmen- appointed
to study state government while

" RatialdReagan was governor of Cal-

|:|- men _and -entrenched bureaweshls :C1B6¢AIED OF their 2,200 suggestions,

II'IHEI of themizid" 26w 3017 Uil Wdiiemented 1,600, saving near-
s governor of {}Hlahﬁlwﬂ*'ﬂwmlm annually.
Bumntrmlmily foods clteec e became president, Rea-

gand cndertook . similar project,
headest - ry Industrialist J. Peter
Grace, “This task force has made
2,287 recommendations, If ail are
adopted taxpayers ¢ould realize a
2300 billion windfall in three years.

“The waste is unbelievable,”
Grace said. Recent news items
about how Stale money 5 spent
givea the impression that “the
wasle is unhellevable™ here, too.
Can we afford it?



