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What Overworked Courts Could Do

VERY [ew months for a number

of years we have noticed arti-
cles in newspapers anmd mag&t‘mns
about how overloaded w[ﬂ;
Supreme ertgtqtﬁe T.T
claims to be,

Since the court -Iﬂ.-Et‘lﬂBﬂ-

what cases it will hear anl:l which |T.

will leave to others o decide, 1119 m

seems (o be obvious that it is re<
sponsible for its own crowded dock-
els.

Thirty years ago the Supreme
Court docket listed abogf 1,500 cas-
es. Mow the annoal figure is close 1o
6,000 and opinions writien have in-
creased from less than 100 to 150 a
year. 155 TA Ak

An attorney l'rienﬂ Iﬁ'ﬂuﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂ cn;:.
ies of U.5. Supreme. Cnu'rj:; rig -
recently concerning the case of a
Georgia man who had been convict-
ed of murder in 197% and scheduled
to be execuled. In Sepiember 1983
the Supreme Court took action I'm"
the fifth time in thiz cazse, k.

It acted 1o allow the Court of ﬁp
peals “more time"” to consider mer-
its of the defendant’s request for
rehearing. Previously, the Supreme
Court had handled the case on di-

rect appeal, once on state habeas
corpus anE\t}wlee on federal habeas
corpleh

Iﬁ%
Such legal maneuvering en-

E more appeals, If for no
her reason than o delay justice
iminals.

.:‘,é] 1ld: seem that if the Supreme
{& going to have to decide the
te fate of murderers and oth-

4 minals it would be more effi-

“eient to have the cases tried there

originally.

The numerous avenues open to the
legal profession for appealing, de-
~laying and prolonging criminal cas-
o5 have generated a built-in system

Clor preventing punishment.

The fate of the convicted eriminal
may be of supreme importance to
hlm hut that doesn't necessarily

#nis of supreme importance to

WWM&& Btates, o

Because Americans ire h‘ﬂng law-
suils in record numbers asking fan-
tastic sums for real, alleged, or pun-
itive dnmagt.-s. civil cases are also
!ltlmg cuurt dockels, Freguently, ju-

&

".Ht'e’ case had been re- 2
ties by state and federal -

ries award damage payvments of rid-
iculously high amounts, which are
appealed.

A year ago an article about “Our
Suing Society™ was published in U5,

MNews & World H.Epm"t It contained
theze lines:

“A report done for the Council on
the Hole of Courts, a group of legal
experts, concludes that today's "gal-
loping litigiousness' stems not only
from “social fragmentation! but also
from technology thai ‘in our more
complex soclety’ is ‘capable of cans-
ing even more severe injuries in
ever greater numbers,' ™

The present Supreme Court might
not be as active in -handing down
“legislalive decisions™ as its prede-

pessors but it doesn't seem toe be

more discriminating in selecting
cases Lo be heard elther.

With lifd{ime’ tenure at high sala-
ries the higheourt and other federal
judgea are i likely to draw much

kthe public about

Eﬁfn:-rwurhm if that is the

rase For one thing it could stop

handling the same cases over and
over,
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