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Straightest Road Usually the Best

WHILE back a news item told
about General Pershing Boule-
vard, a four-lane paved road from
Main and Pennsylvania in Oklaho-
ma City to busy May Avenue. It was
described as & shortcut that motor-
ists elther don't know about or avoid
for unknown reasons.

Perhaps drivers are reloctant to.

venture onto strange roads becauose
they have been disappointed trying
to find shorteuts. They often turn
out to be rougher, longer or more
time-consuming than routes people
were [rying to circomvent.

It is sometimes that way in the af-
fairs of life off the highways, too, We
might find & useful' shorfeut now
and then bot most of us seem to do
better il we stay in established
lanes.

The holiday season just ended is a
good exampie of how we swerve
from one side to the other, overdo-
ing, underdoing, and then trying to
rectify effects of cur indulgences.

Widespread publicity was glven to
efforts of & generous public to see
that unfortunate people had plenty

to eat. Leas attention was given to
the broad majority who overate.
Many of the latter will look for
shoricuts to take off the additional
pounds. Having overeaten, they will
now undereat and overexsrcige, -

We do much the same thing with
entertainment, hobbies and fads.
Sports s a successful type of pro-
gram for TV, as happened with west-
erns and soap operas, sports are
being overdone.

With professional football play-
offs, a couple of dozen collegiate
bowl games and basketball pames
tod Aumerous to count, even the
most drdent sports fans may be
ready.-to ory “Hold it!”

As planned by compoter manulac-
lurers years ago, electronic devices

have béen introduced to voung pan-qa :

ple as games. Now $wrge numbérs of
people who have botight home com-
puters may be expectlng accounting
and other work to be fun, too, They
may be looking for shortcuts that do
not exist.

In financial emergencies, people
and politicians are apt to look for

any way out; not just shortcuts. Fif-
ty years ago the Mew Deal digscov-
ered that it could borrow and spend
liberally in dn"apparent shorteut to
prosperity.

- The result iz that we have created
a8 gystem of economics withouti a
senseé of economy. The federal gov-
ernment is paying $1 million every
four minutes as interest on a.sation-
al debit that is so large’it i8'beyond
thr: J:I.'III:Ipl"a'l'm!|1311:H|1,!I . E.oﬁ‘r. WF—

ers. :

In their zeal to ttmvel a shorteut
to political er state politicians
have created a mammoth financial
ﬂE’tﬂ“"- . % e

We tend to go. too fdr or too fast
wiren we are winning. We have dong
this trying to find shortcuts to con-
setvalion through emvirionmental-

v W Indusicial ‘safety through
SHA, to racial tranquility through
‘enforoad neighborliness, and to indi-
vidual freedom through permissive-
néss and irresponsibility.

For some there may be more de-
tours in life than shortocuts, For
most the best route is the straight-
€8t road,



