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DEC 2
Christ to Stay as Part of Christmas

HRISTMAS is not a ritual pre-

scribed by the Haoly Bible, It is
a day set aside by believers in God
to celebrate the birth of Christ,
whom they worship as the gjft of
God Lo save souls.

The cherished occasion has been:

desecrated, ignored, prohibited, fic-
tionalized and commercialized but
attempts to “take Christ out of
Chrisimas"” have not succecded,

Merchanis who sing “Tiding of
Profit and Joy™ to the tune of beep-
ing cash registers might carry a dif-
ferent melody if the spirit of giving
taughi by Christ were taken out of
Christmas,

Charities and other worthy caus-
8 might-find their funds much re-
duced if the annual celebration of
Christmas did not loosen the purse
sirings of people blessed with mate-
rikl wealth.

The Supreme Court of the United
States has accepted responsibility
for deciding whether Chrisimas is a
religious occasion or a secular holi-
day in a lawsuit by ACLU against
municipal display of the Nativity

scene in Pawtucket, R.I. Even if the

court declares the creche to be only

folklore, the fact of Christ’'s birth re-
maing true.

For centuries astronomers, scien-
tists and astrologers have tried in
vain to explain away the signifi-
cance of the star that guided wise
men of the East to Christ's birth-
place.

The zecularization of Christmas is
a bold attempl to deny the very ex-
istence of God but “the heavens de-
clare the glory of God; and the fir-
mament showeth his handiwork.”
Each discovery in space projects
our image of God in larger dimen-
sion.

The meaning of Christmas has
been abscured by the Santa Claus
fable, legends, silly cartoons and ir-
relevant stories told in print or by
broadcast, but it is still there.

Evangelist Billy Graham explains
the meaning of Christmas simply by
saying “God has come in Christ his
Son to redeem each one of us who
will believe in him.”

Chrisimas exists in the hearts of

men and women, boys and girls. It
means what each wants it 1o mean.

To those who worship material
things it is'& time for getting rather
than for giving.

To those who worship gluttony, it
is only another day for eating,
drinking and making merry, with a
hangover tomorrow,

To those whao are lm-l-dng only for
a good time, Christmas may be just
another paid holiday.

To those who worship God and fol-
low scriptural teachings Christmas
has a significance that was well de-
scribed by early Jewish leaders who
were prosecuting Christ's aposties
for preaching the gospel.

They said: “If this counsel or this
work be of men, it will come to
nought; but if it be of God, ye éannot
overthrow it.”

William A. Ward, a Fort Worth
writer, said: “God made Christmas
happen; [riends make Christmas
beactiful, music makes Christmas
festive; giving makes Christmas
jovous; love makes Christmas com-
plete”



The People Speak

He’s Tire

TO THE EDITOR:

After living in Oklahoma City for
three years and walking among the
affluent, young adult crowd, I have
he phrase, *This ¢1ty is a cui-
tural dagert and ovgrgz own Ccow-
town,” onke too oftenIn my opinion,
OklahomaCity and it's environs are
very compdrable tg any other major
metropolitayy aréa in what they
have to offer\Héwever, as with any
city, most of ti) cultural gems don't
get dumped m ur lap. Some forti-
tude and reseaz h are required.
Arnd, just like othel\ places, to fuily
enjoy the Activities
ents and gulture uniqu¥ to this area
must be gppreciated.
' Many pf the people whoxemplain
try to compare Oklahoma CNy with
either the city where they grow up
or the ¥ity where they went to
school (or both). These comparisons
are unfair until one has spent as
much time here as in the compara-
ble city or attacked this city the
way a college student attacks his
school's town. We cannot expect to
enjoy any place until we get off our
kiesters and get active. We need to
explore the alternatives, see the
sights,.and exhaust the possibilities
before We complain.

Another favorite pgstime is to
wish thdt Oklahoma City had Broad-
way plaxs and the Metropolitan Op-
era (like New Yoriz) or art (like San-

ta Fe) orelassical music (like Dal-

aters have gone bankrupt lately and
arts festivals are pyorly attended.
All of this is not typ say that Okla-
homa is for everyope. In today’s
transient society, many of us will

[ Prayer for Toda)T

EAR Lord, help us to meet

with optimism and faith
this new year that you have
made. Let us thank you for di-
recting our pathways on posi-
tive courses. Amen.

ere, local tal--

of 18’uli‘ure Complainers

not live here for the remainder of
our lives. However, my attitude is
that while I'm hege, I'm going to en-

e advantage of
do in Oklahoma.
ill have expand-
ense of accom-
plishment. Also, Ijll take with me a
piece of Oklahoma’s best culture —
friendship with some of its people.
Joe Schieffelin, City

Don't-Care Attitudes

TO THE EDITOR

The Dec. 21 article, concerning
Pentagon buying practices such as
paying $9,606 for a 12-cent Allen
wrench, made e mad — at Sen.
Roth. His commjent. that such prac-

‘e that allowed the
Oklahoma ty Commissioner
scandal.

The final ent in the article
“The system is
resistant fo chahge.’ Of course it
is. The Andividhals involved prob-
ably don't evenjlose their jobs when
these things affe discovered. When
such actions gre called criminal,
and people go 4o jail for them, then
the system will change. In the mean-
time, our “public servants” who al-
low this 1o Bapger/are just as despi-
cable as thode who use our tax mon-
ey to buy $800, transistors.

Baird Askins, City

Appreciates Deering

TO THE EDITOR:

I wanted to send a word of thanks
to Mr. Ferdie J. Deering for the ex-
cellent piece he contributed to your
editorial page in the Dec. 22 Daily
Oklahoman.

In a day when there is penury ex-
pression of the religious at Christ-

mas, especially in secular newspa- -

pers, Mr. Deering’s insights were re-
freshing as well as inspirational. 1
appreciated his bold convictions at
a time when such convictions are
seen more as evidence of a closed
mind than an enlightened heart, as
intellectual stymieness, not rea-
soned faith. A faith so expressed in
such untraditional avenues as the
secular press is the glimmering
hope of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,

S

set free from the beauty of the
stained glass auditorium to impress
the cold realities of the workaday
world in which we all live and move
and have our being. A hardy “amen”
to Mr. Deering's editorial and a
hope that we will hear more expres-
sions in the days ahead.

dohn B. Hanceck Jr., City

Bias for Big Business

TO THE EDITOR:

For two years I have diligently
read your editorials. It is apparent
, and perhaps to others, that
nd foursquare for Big Busi-
against the ordjhary work-

people? On
Your Dec.
right you wer,

ditorial about how
in defending Exxon,

even in a lick, in\an aside, for
ATE&T.
Thef there were your>editorials

that fried to convince your readers
that Wilson Meat Co. workers were
off base in seeking a decent wage
from the firm’s profits. =~
Do you believe that large firms
and corportions must always be
rightland that employees must al-
ying to better

profits
tives obsc
while the

ing their top execu-
salaries and perks —
rkers sink deeper into
ire?

The Oklahoman to
it is, itself, Big

think that just once you“could man-
age to come down on the side of the
little guy? And besides, isn’t it pret-
ty much fact that these corporate

giants neither need nor benefit from |

your transparent and predictable
support?
W.R. Kennedy, Marble City
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