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Why Be Thankful? For Many Things

HEN Lhe first Ameérican

Thanksgiving was celebrated
with a three-day festival in the fall
of 1621, the Pilgrims and their Tndi-
an friends thanked God for what
they had.

According to our standards of liv-
ing that wasnt much in material
goods bul it was a great occasion in
fhe Pilgrims’ search for freedom (o
worship as they believed.

After harvest was gotten in, Gov.
William Bradford senl four men on
& hunting expedition 16 bring in wild
game. The Pilgrims gave thanks for
this feast of meat and also for a
good erop of Indian corn and an “in-
different good” crop of barley. Also
mientioned was a crap of “pease not
waorth gathering.'*

Records show that the Pilgrims
expressed thanks to God for raim
needed to break the drouth and for
the expected arrival of a supply
ship from England to provide for
other urgent needs,

What do we have to be thankful
for on this day?

W may be thankful that our frée-
dom 19 worship and thank our Cres

ator has not been eliminated by
atheists, the ACLU and rulings of
the Supreme Court. As a poet ob-
gerved, i1 is sad I an atheist feels
grateful and bas no deity to thank
for his blessings.

We may be thankful for our abun-
dance of fopd that will enable us 1o
overeal again. City people might not
grasp ithe meaning of “a good har-
viest,” but they should be able to ap-
preciate well-stocked supermarkef

shelves and plenty of food DI:t_'[;I{Ei'II:"‘ :
tables, v inch oy

We may he thankful that our pres-
ident and other leaders have becn
able to maintain strong defenses to
prevent World War III, in spite of
aggressive campalgns to eliminate
or reduce our stralegic weapons,

We may be thankful for the inefti-
ciency of our bureavcracy, because
if all of the laws enacted by Con-
gress and the Legislature wers én-
forced our freedom would be severe-
1y restricted.

We may be thankful that inflation
has glowed down zo thal we may
sLill buy for a dollar what we wsed 1o
get for a dime.

We may be thankful that over 90

percent ‘of the people who can work
and who want to do 30 have jobs and
gond incomes. '

Wi may be thankful that many of
the taxes assessed against us are
“hidden” so that we don't realize
how muoch we are overtaxed by poli-
ticians who want to redistribute our
IRCOMESs.

We may be thankful that we have
many honest, respectable neighbors
in spite of government's inability 1o
protect us from the robbers and
criminals allowed to run loose on
thersteeefs . '

We may be thankiul that we still
have a month to shop for Christmas
gifts and to send tax-exempi dona-
tions o organizations thal we de-
pend upon to do ourigharitablg
works [or us, p ST

We may be thankful g e Ui
ed States of Amerlca is@liflthe la
of the free and the e of ithe
brave, anmd that most Americans
would fight, if necessary, Lo keep it °
that way. . ) .

A% Dhavid, 1he pealmist, wrote cen-
turies ago: “It Is good to give thanks
tg the Lord.” ‘We have much for
which to b thankful?



