Ferdie J. Deering

SENE.RAL weeks ago I received
through the mail a copy of a
new book titled “The Stealing of
Ameriea™ by John W. Whitehead,
president of Rutherford Institute at
Woodbridge, Va.

T read the book and marked pas-
sages for reference but it got cov-
ered by other books and magazines.
When Evangelist Billy Graham ex- |
pressed concern about deteridration
of the family in one bf his Crusade
sermons, Whitehéad's: book again
came to mind. It deals with this sub-
ject on a significantly broad basis.

Theme of the book i5 that the Spir-

it of freedom which madd Ahverics
for re-

great and provided the babis
sistance against tyranny has been
stolen by those who deny that spirit.

In iis place is being raised the re-
ligion of humanism and a fur:q,, ol
national socialism in Which authdsi-
lies have assumed increasing con-
trol over human lfe, the family, the
church, the schools, and private
Property.

Whitehead reviews the hisiory of
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trends away from our original
American ideals loward humanism
and slatism. He blames the Su-

preme Court of the United Slates For.

facilitating the trend:

“The court has on the one hand
praized the traditional [amily while
on the other it has systematically
chopped at the roots of this most ba-
sic institution."

" He points out that legislation
ﬂdﬂﬂted by Congress in 1789 said:

#:Religion, morality, and knowledg
"-hEini RECESSATrY to

ment and the happinesstaf Anking;
schoolg and the mear: arning
shall forever béence ‘o

" Whitehead also guoleS ffom John

J. Dunphy writing in a 19&3 issue of
The Humanist magazine, who sald:
“1 am convinced that the battle for
humankind's future must be waged

~ #nd won in the public school class-

roam by teachers who correctly per-
feive their role as the proselyiers of
H new faith.”

Thiz Dunphy identifies as human-
ism, which he said will replace “the

rotting corpse’ q.[ Chrizstianity.” Hu-
manism is a relig:nn with mankind
as god.

Whitehead dectarés that the secu-
lar state inevitably will lead to au-
thoritarian government, which “rec-
ognizes no right as absolute and no
Creator as the father of rights, mo-
rality and human dignity."” e said

that with a “relativistic philosaphy,

the.secular state can do or declare

anythfng and justify it on the bhasis
that it is good for ¢ ple =

igoverndg,: -The author does nn‘r claim that a
maaﬁnl:r of hmer:mm were Chris-

tians bot he insists that Christian
principles were the guiding lights io
those who drafted our {dunding doc-
uments and provided lemdership in
edrly America,

" The rights guamtmd to Ameri-
can citizens were seen as an endow-
ment from theCreator and the pur-
pose of the ‘state was to protect
those God-given rights, Whitehead
makes a strong case that unbel-
ievers are galning control and en-
dangering those rights.



