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HE public tends to be apa-
thetic about water prob-
iems s0 long as lakes are filled
and pipelines flow. Thus the
fourth annual Governor's Water
Conference held in Tulsa last
week could not compete with a
series of international crises for
attention.

Nevertheless, discussions of
how io conserve, distribute and
utilize our water resources de-
serve atteniion. Water is our
most essential resource, since
food production depends upon it.

In a special report titled "War
Over Water™ U.5. News & World
Report says, "Unlike showdowns
of the frontier era, today’s water
wars are waged not by cattle-
ment and sodbusters armed with
guns but by lawyers, lobbyvists
and politicians fighting in court-
roons, legislatures and the halls
of Congress.”

Strife over water is attributed
to the fact that water resources
are not always available where
needed, rather than to an over-
all shortage. Nor are funds al-
ways available to build needed
facilities.

mastern Oklahoma's surplus
water is being sought by western
Oklahoma and Texas. In Califor-
nia, excess water in the north is

.needed in the south, Texas and
MNew Mexico are fighting over
water from the Rio Grande and
Pecos rivers. South Daketa is
pitted against lowa., Missouri
and Nebraska over diversion of
water from the Missouri River.
And these are only a few of the
ongoing conflicts.

These contentions have led to
a demand for a “national water
policy.” To a large extent, na-
tional policy is tantameunt to

Water Is Political Issue

federal control, We have natione
al policies on crime, education,
health care and other mauatters.
It might be reasonable to expect
“solutions” of comparable feasi-
bility from a water policy.

Since the basic reclamation
Iaw was enacted by Congress in
1902, relating to use of water re-
sources in Western states, feder-
al controt over water has steadi-
Iy increased.

The U8 Corps of Engineers
has built and retains control of
major lakes, including several
in Oklahoma, plus control of the
nation’s wetlands. The Bureau of
Reclamation exercises exten-
sive contrel in certain areas.
The Soil Conservation Service
builds dams to save soil and wa-
ter and to prevent f{loods, with
more than 2,000 having been
constructed in Oklahoma. The
EPA holds some authority
through the 1974 Safe Drinking

fater Act, Waterways, the Ten-
negsee Valley Authority and
parks also are controlled.

When disputes have come 1o
court, federal judges usually
have held that federal authority
supersedes states’ rights. More
nearly complete federal control
might empower bureaus to de-
termine which cities would re-
ceive water for growth and de-
velopment. Irrigation water al-
located 1o agriculture would
enhance favored areas. And de-
¢isions could be influenced by
political leanings of those in-
volved.

A national policy is not an au-
tomatic selution to any problem
and doss not ensure unity.
States shouid be wary about del-
egaling any more conirel over
resources to federal agencies.
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