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Animals Communicate; So Do Trees

A MEWSPAPER report informs us
that one of the new shows on TV
this fall will feature an orangutan
who plays the part of & Washington
consultant with an 1¢) of 256.

A number of observalions might
be drawn from that s mens but
let’s ignore the"pﬂli al implica-
tions and pass o™ 16 the topic of
comrunicetions, a major industry
of our time,

Unfversity researchers have stigd.
ied chimpanzees and claimed they
- had uatuh]ls% limited language

conversation ‘with their proteges,
Others have concluded - that, sor-
poizes”lalk o them, s HE ]
can't understand what
Dwlphing seem to unda
glish but haven't leards
it

Vil ok
That also is the case with horses,
cattle, dogs, cats, other animals and
cortain birds. The undersianding
itsually is brought about through
the universal language of food.
Last summer zookeepers in Mos-
cow issued a elaim that Batie, one of
iheir clephants, could speak 20
words o phrases, presumably in

Russian. The emblematic Russlan
bear se far has neither confirmed
nor denied the report,

Every farm boy has E:un}rn_ adl of
hiz life that animals, hirds and n—
sects have means of commutnication
that enable them to find each other,
raise families and feed them, They
regarded what they saw and heard
as wondors of nature. Non-farm
boys now report such findings as
Ereat sclentific discoveries,

The Wall Street Journal recently
published & front page story about
how elecironic communications are
wsed to regulate the rations of milk
cowk. The scene was described os an
old-fashioned family farm in Michi-
gan where kittens and children
roam the barns,

The modern age came inte use
when o cow stuck her head into o
feed stall. Each cow was wearing o
nykon collar that held a device simi-
lar tu a transisior radio. The cow's
+digit number was transmitted 1o 0
computerized feed regulator, If she
hadn't had her full sllotted ration
feed was dumped inte her trough.

With s0 many human beings on di-

-
els, somebddemight make a fortune
by adapting such a device for peo-
ple and pantcies.

Planis and animals have long
bevn known to produce chemical
compounds that attract or repel
These have been utilized to develop
resistant varieties and to lure in-
sects (o their deaths or at least
make them sterile, thus reducing
populations. £,

Becently ecologists at the Univer-
sity of Washington repoerted they
have found evidence that trees an-
der attack by insects can spread the
alarm to nearby trees through air.
borne chemicals,

The scientisfs sald the trees then

protect lhm increasing
levels of p I theit leaves so
ihat' théy woh't 1aste ‘45 good 1o in-
vading insects,

The fact that animals, birds or
plants may be able 1o communicaie
with one another or even make their
wants -agd*#8fA known to people
does not’ endow them with human
qualités el communications are
dedicated fo survival. Curs might
werll b



