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Peace, Freedom Require Discipline

F WE ARE to have peace and
freedom we must have disci
pline. In order to maintain disci-
pline, proper authority must be ex-
ercised.

Twao notable examples of this ap-

peared in the news in recent days.
When a small band of convicts at
McAlester penitentiary grabbed
guards as hostages and started
what might have been a devasiating
riot the warden exercised aothority.
He brought a shotgun and fired one
shod into the ceiling, That ended the
rebellion.
VA large Mew Jersey high schoeol
did & turn-around in behavior and
achievements when the principal, a
lormer army drill instructor, start-
d patrolling 4he premises with a
bullhorn to exercise authority. The
students respondéd with better
orades, less wvangalisem, a cleaner
grhool and sufer teachers.

“This I8 & sharp contrast o the
movement of the 1980s when young-
sters demanded (v do their “own
things." Many wire allowed 1o do so
v parenis, feachers ang oihers in
harge. Mok few of dedad's prob-

lems may be traced to this repudia-
tion of avthority.

People become addicted to aleo-
hol or drogs because the® lack self-
discipline. Others become over-
weight or lazry because they will nat
observe the disciplines of diet and
diligencae.

Most erimes are committed by
people who refuse to recognize au-
thority and who are lacking in gelf-
discipline. Outlaws can't or won't
contral their desires for money,
pleasure or power and they turn to
crime  in order to obtain these
thimgs.

(n the other hand, western lore is
roplete with tales of ecarly-day sher-
iffs or other officials who faced up
lo outlaws or anyry mebs intent vn
Iynching prisdmers without “2rial,
They freguently put a s1ap w sueh
doings by exercising avthortty 1o re-
store diseipline thal even respect-
able citizens semetimes lost,

Digripline  shouwld begin in the
homees and confinue in the sohools,
whiere proven practices for learning
aned motvation for achievement are
backed up by Faiely o pplied authori-
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IRﬂiglun is hased largely upon
discipline, set forth in such precepis
as the Ten Commandments, cate-
chisms, doctrines and examples pre-
sented by church leaders. Divine au-
thority is respected.

Government 18 an application of
discipline. The breakdowns in our
society are not usually fallare of our
laws but defanlt of elected and ap-
pointed officials to make responsi-
ble use of authority vested in them
by their offices. Our military forces
became weak when officers failed to
exercise authority Lo maintain dis-
cipline.

Il is true that authority often is
abused but, excepl in cases of arro.
1 judges, American ¢iti-

rses of aclion opén for
fq.pr: ond*Fhe feeling of power
geems Lo cabse some individuals o
misplace thelr perzonal digcipline.

Many peopls hive become fanious
or notericus by doing as they
plesnsed, drnoring righls and aell-
being of others, but nose evog b
vame greal withoot diseipdine, M.
ERugel ediad samy reia? luHn @b saaeepeet v



