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PUPILS enrolling in Oklaho-
sma public schools this
mom*h have an improved oppor-
tunity to acquire a quality edu-
Latﬁ)n

The era of declining student
comiaetency, poor scores in ba-
sie- »ueduc-atlonal skills, wide-
spre&d criticism of textbooks,
anmlowered standards for grad-
vation may be approaching an
end« The theory that more mon-
ey ‘Wbuld solve all school prob-
lem§ hasn't worked, and other
chaiges are being made, many
long overdue.

Sdme needed remedies were
enacted by the Legislature. Par-
ents were given legal access to
instfuctional materials used, lo-
cal--school boards were em-
powered to reject adopted text-
books considered objectionable

in their communities, and local .

boards were authorized to set up
standards of conduct and disci-
pline.

Last April the National Com-
mission on Excellence in Educa-
tion ‘brought forth recomrmenda-
tions- for improving education
that immediately won favor, and
some are being implemented.
The commission called for a
longer school year, required
coutrses in basic studies, more
homework, upgrading of text-
books and high educational
standards for teachers, with
hlgher pay for superior instruc-
tors.

The Uklahoma City school
board has increased the number
of credits rvequired for high
school graduation and approved
other tougher academic require-
ments. Students must attend
clasg” 80 percent of the time,
puss three basic subjects and
avoid disciplinary probiems or

Better Schools Ahead

they may not participate in ex-
tracurricular activities.

Recently, teachers expressed
support for more effective class-
room discipline. It can be had if
school boards, administrators
and parents back up teachers to
create favorable learning situa-
tions.

Unijons traditionally have op-
posed paying higher rates for
superior work or production, so
it wasn't surprising that spokes-
men for the teachers opposed
“merit pay” for “master teach-
ers.” When public opinion ap-
peared to favor merit pay rather
strongly, both major teacher un-
ions quietly withdrew their ob-
jections.

Further advancements in pub-.

le¢ education are possible. Sen.
Don Nickles, Ponca City Repub-
lican who is a member of the
Senate committee concerned
with federal education pro-
grams and funding, has sched-
uled hearings in Oklahoma City,
Ardmore, Tulsa and Enid in the
nexi three weeks.

The Oklahoma Legislature is
conducting interim studies on
meore than a dozen public school
questions, including textbook
guality, incentives f{or teachers,
funding and discipline.

But schools alone cannot do
the job that is needed. Geod edu-
cation must begin at home. An
Oriental student who has be-
come a scientific whiz in an Ok-
lahoma City high school ex-
plained this point.

“Parents depend on schools to
teach their children every-
thing,” the 17-year-old said, "but
schools can’t teach motivation.
That-has 1o come from the fami-
ly.”
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