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".‘:Fcienﬁﬁc Reformers Hard at Work

Tm: CIVILIZED world was horri-
.. fied when the Nazis of Germany
institoted a plan to slaughter Jews
and other ethnic groups intending to
repopulate Europe with a new Ger-
manic m T race,

' The world is complacently ignor--
ing a somewhat similar movement
that is building up, primarily in the
Urgled States.

Seientilic developments in what is
called by the comprehensive title of
“genetic ‘engineering” including
DNA recombinant research and
cloping as means of redesigning
plants and
- Public indifference to notions
some people have about wtilizing
thése discoveries for redesigning
human beings may be attributed to
pulilicity about potential benefits 1o
humanity,

Scientists talk of a hormone that
may oorrect growth disorders in
childrén and help ireat bone dis-
eases of old people.

In agricultore genetic engineer-
ing” promises food crops that will
grow in salty soils and resist insects
withodl pesticides. Experts talk of

all-female cattle herds from hand-
picked embrvos that will reach the
gize of elephants to prodece maore
meat and milk.

Frofit pessibilities are great. Ex-
perts predictea. $23 billion market

for biotechnie icines and world
sales from neltural biotechnold-
EY as high as $100 billion by the
year 2000,

In- 1974, some California scien-
tistz applied for a patent on a tech-
nigue for moving genetic character-
istics of living organisms from one
species of life to another. After

much litigation the Supreme Court
rulsel TSP trgani st RSO

fied in & laboratory could be patent-

ed. Since then more than™ 8,0 ﬂl

biotechnology patents have ben'id
sped and numercus multimi
dollar firms established.

Now look at another angle. An ar-
ticle in Science Digest ((ci. 1932)

quoted Caltech biologist James,
Eonner as saying that the human

race can avoid extinction by using
processes of mutation, evolution
and selection “to direct human eve-
lution and create a new and better
species — a superhuman.”

-

-Experimentation. This presents a di-

g -

A review of a new book on so-
clobiology in the current issue of
Fortune magazine notes that “Many
soefal scientists have always been.
instinctive social engineers, hoping
to reform society, not just to under-
stand it.” Other examples of this at-
titude might be cited.

When genetic engineering's poten-
tialities were made public, demands
for protection against escape of de-
structive organisms were pushed
aside. Sclentists stressed the good
that might result and complained
that regulation might obstruct new

i~ oW tonsidering an-
other proposal which would set up a
bicethics panel to oversee humar

lemma of another federal regulato.

‘ry agency or the hazard of sociobiol-

ogists running loose with tools for
remodeling humans to their own
ideas and then cloning them.

Most scientists, of course, are re-
sponsible dedicated people, but they
are reluctant to take any discipli-
nary action io regard to profession-
al rollgagues, no matier how irre-
sponsible.



