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Explorers Have Been Around for Eons

ACK in the 19205, we mrih—gmde

pupils at Washington school in
Ada listened attentively as our
tédcher, Josephine Purvine, de-
seribed her "extensive travels.” She
had toured Washington, D.C,, visited
the Luray Caverns in Virginia and
been to other exotic places.

.She ranked only slightly behind
F’trﬂinanu:l Magellan, the first man
ta circumnavigate the world, in our
young minds. As autombiles proli-
ferated, families ‘began traveling
around the country, bringing back
exciting tales of sights and adven-
tures.

. Before World War I, anybody who
had been in a foreign country or
even a dislant state was assured of
an eager audience when spinning
yarns about travels, but then horl
zpns widened,

. Nowadays, thousands of Ameri-
cans fly to Europe, Asia or Africa
every month, but few get good
chances to show their color slides
and brag about where they've been,

They know that in almost any group
there may be others who have gone
farther, wvisited more countries,
stayed longer and have wildar tales
to tell,

We can lind among our ra.mjl.r,
I;r;a.pds and acquaintances someone
whi Kag been to just aboul every
countt® we can name, plus places

wi can't 'spell, pronounce or locate -

on the map.

Marco Polo earned his plnce in
history and literature by describing
hiz travels from Venlee across Per-
gia and the Gobi desert to China and

India in the 15th centaiy.
Christopher Columbus set off a

gtampede of explorations with his
reports on new lands in 1492, Adven-
turers from England, Spain, Porto-
gal, France and Italy set forth com-
petitively on a series of world tours

oot unlike the space race between

the Unit
ion.
Magellan would be lost In a erowd
today if all those who have gone
around the world were together.

States and the Soviet Un-

Fra‘mﬂ { guez de Coronado
failed to ﬁnd the fabled seven cities
of gold when he explored the Great
Plains in 1541, but modern business-
men could tell him of many places

~ where profits could be had here and

g.l:rmmt.

" The daring young men who first
orbited the Barth in weightless cap-
sules soon d@iggovered that avdienc-
e had .ﬁﬁ ir feats on TV and
read abolft them. Now the names of
Lewis and Clark, who explored the
Morthwest Territories, or Zebulun
Pike, who discovered a mountain
peak in Colorado, might be recalled
as epsily as early astronauts.

Wow scientists who have previows.
Iy taken negative views of life else-
where in the universe are beglnning
to concede possibiffties that some-
where out there intelligent beings
may exist amd that-some of them
may have visited the Earth.

“This iz what believers in God have
been saying all along. Perhaps fu-
ture explorers will establish the
triuth and the place.



