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Half the World Waits for the Others

UMNCTUALITY is a lonely habit.

Those who make an effort to ar-

rive a few minutes eariy in order to

be on time l’rnqumtly Hnad they have

time to meditate or' to fume while
© waiting for others. ’

]:.!11!:?!-1..rl E!'-i'!jm late om a long cross coun-
1F¥¥run. Traflic delays were com-
min even if vehicles were sparse,
When passenger trains came into
use customers became impatient if
the tardiness was a few hours. When

It seems abgut half of the -n-n.uqm ajrplanes made it possible 10 reach

must spend ting for the

of the world

Some arise and others are late
sleepers. who are habituall

‘prompt waft on'those who are habit®
ually late. F

Punctoality has been derlned as
the art of geessing accurately just
how late the other party may be. If
you can manage to reach the ap-

pointed place [irst, no matier how

iardy, you win.

Shakespeare wrote “Better be
three hours too scon than one min-
ute too late,” a thoughi that has
been paraphrased in insurance ad-
vertisements, That may be all right
{for those who take along a book to
read or other ways to utilize their
time while waiting.

Back m the days wheon stage
coaches were in use, people didn't
wiorry much if one showed up a cou-

" Thus

tjm*ﬂ,ﬁ nt points in a couple of hours, a
taip and mtchmj[nmutﬁ delay became signiﬂ-

'i'vm‘;l the ground or in the air.
& gtands as a matter of

* relativity Tt may make a great deal

of differefce whether you wait on
the boss ginutes or if the boss
has to walt om ydellier 15 minutes
When radia abits heyday en-
tertainment i vere tailored
to the seconi® ROEn 15 not 50

'il wateh a pro-
m40 itz end you
Gelltrting of another.,

Sometimes you we
Many businéss appointmenis are
merely approximations of time. Be-
cause doctors may be unable {o an-
ticipate how long they must spend
wilh various patienis, an appointed
time may be only a specified wait-
ing period for a patient or group &f

patients.

In a new book, “Idols for Destrue-
tion,” Herbert Scholssberg discuss-
€5 a type of historicism that defies
time, making it an idol.

“As a3 matter of simple historical
observation, it would be hard to find

-8 common saying as implausible as

“We can't turn back the clock,” ™ he
wrote, adding, “We could list exam-
ples of this phenomenon endlessiy:
alternations between democracy
and authoritarianism, high and low
hemlines, moral permissiveness and
prudery, war and peace, and 50 on.”

He also might have mentioned
promptuess and lateness, because
some try to be on time and others
just try to turn back the clock.

A Dallas internist who visited Ok-
lahoma City recently expressed con-
cern about increasing nombers of
people who are suffering {rom what

_he called "hurry sickness.” He said

ihey have 100 much sensitivity to
the passage of time, which can lead
18 an carly grave.

Ewven ip death punctual, people
will wait on late arrivals.



