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No Downtown Parking, No Visitors

HE Oklahoma City council is
concerned  about the insuffi- -
ciency of publig parking downtown.
Oecasional visitors 1o that area
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7,000 spaces in its six garages for
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enough for in-and-out parkers.

The pattern of one-way streeis
and dead-ends is discouraging to
many shappers and visitors. If they
can't find places 1o park or have to
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The problem that Oklahoma City
faces has been tackled by nearly all
large cities and solved by few. Talsa
has one-way streets but they are de-
cipherable and wvisitors can find
places to park.

Downtown Kansas City's prob-
lems mounted when Crown Center
was built pot [ar away. Dallas has

convenient access to downtown but
retail trade Is seattered in scores of
Busiitess districts all around.

“}'hicasu spent 317 million trying
revive retail business on Siate
reet but two big department
ores have closed and others re-
portedly are planning to reduce
gpace or close next year,

A gloomy note on downtown dis-
tricts was sounded in a comprehen-
gSive review of the outleok for the
fext 50 years published in the May 9
issue of U5, News and World Re-
por that decaying cities will
5:!1.rl|;‘l§Eh pulation, in economic in-
fluencE and in political clout.

Some experts cited prediete:l that
cities will betome more “pleasure

oriented,” darving as centers of fun
and games.

Whether for business, finance, in-
dustry or pleasure, people will go
downtown in large numbers only if
they can get through congested
streels and find convenient places
o park.

The parking problem won't go
away but customers might.



