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Character Training Affects Crime Rate

HARVARD professor has sug-

gested that America’s declin-
ing public concern with “characier
training” over the past 60 years
may have played a significant part
inour recent high crime raies.

This tentative o ey, sloold
be rated alongside She ey -sabaphil-
ic theory that men's and women's
brains may fu
Evidence for both iz abundant and
abyiows.

Mevertheless, the observation
about the relationship between lack
of character training and crime is
so significant that it ought not be ig-
nored. Character building should be
given consideration along with oth-
or steps being proposed to “save the™ -
poblic schools.”

Significantly, the steep incréase
in crime coincides with abandon-
ment of the famous McGuffey Read-
ers, which siressed character,

When emphasis was shifted o
permissiveness, individual rights,
freedom to “do one’s thing,” and hu-
manistie principles that ridicule re-
ligion, mediccrity set in and immo-
rality flourished.

Tearchers have been accused of re-

{

o

sisiting responsibilities for building ble sentiments.

character, a chore which=their earlk i Churches ave heen remiss
er counterparis accepted as nm presenting l-messages in
rally as they undertook to teach : T manners that appear dull aloagside

“three Rs.™
For those y

; BT sﬂ :
celvediglle or nn%ﬂn
ome this

ity and responsibility at
left a vacuum that was flled by al-

> r
and erime.

The entertainment world hes been

irresponsible in utilizing marveloos .
inventions to strengthen-the bettgry)p

gide of mankind. Many movies and
TV shows lnclude noe heroes but
have as their themes wiolence, im-
morality, erime and silliness.

“The most powerful influence on
children between 12 and 18 is not
the school, not the church"not the
home, but reck music and all that

_#oes with it,” wrote Allan Bloom,

professor at the University of Chica-
go, recently. "It is not an elevating
but a leveling imfluence, the chil-
dren have as their heroes banal
drug- and sex-ridden guttersnipes
who foment rebellion oot only

against parenis but against ali no-

noisy beer commercials.

Hn educators, civic lead-
ers a%ts have expressed con-
cern about the condition of public
schools since a blue-ribbon panel
vommitesioned by Terrel ¥ Boll, see-
retary of education, issued a “re-
port card" that, in effect, flunked
- thespbtem.

. We have seen only briel summar-

dids of proposals to better the situa-
tion but so far as we can deduce the
emphasis will be on more money,
more gualified leachers and strong-
ercurricula, in that order.

W seen no reference 1o
teaching’ of principles of morality,
respdiigibilities of citizenship, self-

o Feliance as compared to dependen-

"ty upon gove t, and the desira-
bility of such institutions as homes,
families and churches,

“The aris and sciences are essen-
tial but something more is needed
[or mercitorious bHves and worth-
while living.



