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When the Buying Public Says ‘Enough!’

THE EI‘I'U.'.’I‘ICIH? tlhpt foreed Wil-
son Foods seek refuge
under ban ws may be ai-

tributed  to ‘the s,nme cause " that
wrecked the asttomobile, steel, rail-
road and other industries.

That i3 the incessant demand for
“More!" by labor union bosses, even-

i driving wage costs beyond
feasihle levels. With unions favored
by féeral laws, industrialists often
hive acceded to their demands un-
der ihrg.ntu or strikes or violence.

The -:n-mept that wages and mMone
extensive Emp]‘-ﬂjjee benefits. 3&44.1:1
always be passpd along to"o
sumers, costi ustries nuth.‘mg,
is fallacious. n profits disap-
pear, jobs event evaporate,

When buvers prices
have risen far enough, t ook for
gimilar products that may be
bonght elsewhere for less money, or
they might try to get along with de-
ferred purchases or none at all,

When sales declime, profits fall
and quite likely some of the workers
will have to be laid off, perhaps per-
manently. Excessive wages may re-
sult in no wages at all.

It may be recalled that meat
packing was the first major indus-
trial development in Oklahomsa, It
was labar trouble thdt forced the
closing of the Armdur & Co. plant in
Okldihoma Ciiy Although Wilson
built an efficient new plant, it also
was shut down because high costs
made it unfeasible to np-erate It
could not competa.

If officials of Oklahoma Nntinna]
Stockyards had not been alert to de-
velop an auction for stocker and
feeder cattle, Oklahoma City's sta-
tus as a livestock market would be
dim, animals exhibited at the re-
cént- £ H and FFA livestock show
had to" be shipped out of state for
slaughter, as required by: show

, Fules.

‘Meat packers all over the country
have had similar difficalties. Not
only have unions demanded and of-
ten received disproportionate
wages and benefits, but they also
have resisted the installation of op-
erating effliciences that might have
sustained jobs.

Many major packing plants have
closed for lack of profits, rather

than for lack of demand for their
products.

Vigorous competition always has
been a characteristic of the meat
and foods indusiries.

Admittedly, wage rates have not
always been top level for hard work

‘at tasks which might be distasteful,
. Mevertheless, it is consumers who,

in the end, determine what the work
is worth. .

In the past, customers often wait-
ed while butchers brought parts of
carcasses from refrigerators and
cut steaks, roasts or chops to indi-
vidual orders. This may have appeal
for some customers but it certainly
iz less practical than supermarket
methods of displaying readycut por-
tions, weighed, wrapped and priced
for consumer selection.

Meat still is the most popular en-
tree for Americans. An old buicher
once told me, “Customers always
will think the prices of meat are 100
high!" They will pay only so much.

Union bosses always have de-
manded “Mare!™ but there comes a
time when the buying public says
“Enough!”



