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Whole Concept of Sin Taxes Wrong

¥ NEIGHBOR, Dick Wray,

ropped by to complain about
the decreasing number of restau-
rants that don't sell ]munr-b:.r-the-
drink illegaily.

There still are a few, but saloon
operators seem (o0 have a pretty
clear understanding that officials
sworn to uphold laws against this
practice will disregard their caths.

“Since they won't enforce the law,

. maybe the state ought to start ecol-
lecting taxes on the setups and li-
quor served,” Wray said. “If we

can't eliminate the sin, we ought at .

; Jeast to tax it.”
" What really cught to be done s to
_cut off the salaries of officers who
are gullty of gross neglect of duty.
That would save a ot of tax dollars
‘pald to police, sheriffs, prosecutors
. and judges.
. Dbwiously, this will not be done.
Sinee wirtually all officials appear
i to be guilty to a degree, who would
" be available to take after the oth-
" ers?
The situation is serious becauze it
reflects a trend for officials to
choose which laws they will enforce

and which they will ignore. The li-
quor situation iz only one of many.

Jack Altman telephoned a few
days ago with a somewhat similar
complaint about lack of enforce-
ment of state laws regulating bingo
games in Oklahoma County. This
was after a Cleveland County judge
haid'closéd down an illegal bingo es-
tablishmentin Norman.

Mo doubt bingo games are operat-
ed in certain places in accordance
with laws limiting frequency, num-
ber of games and amount of prizes.
However, officials would have to be
blind, illiterate or isolated not to ob-
serve that others are not. Only non-
profit - organizations may be -
censed.

Lawmakers are aware that rals-
ing taxes dees not generate enthusi-
astic voter support, so they impose
what are called “sin taxes"” on hab-
its widely regarded as vices. The
theory is that it pewle wapt to in-
dulge in these “sins,” let "em pay for
the privilege.

Liguor and beer taxes have be-
come such a significant part of gov-
ernment finance that if people

stopped “drinking and driving™ defi-
cit financing would take on new
meaning. We license drunken driv-
ing!

The government regquires manu-
facturers to stamp each package of
cigdrettes h a warning that
smokin hazardous to healih.
Tha 't keep Congress [ron don-
bling the tax to 16 cents per pack
this year. The objective was not (o
discourage smoking, but to bring ia
more revenue, .

_The wholg.congept of “'sin taxes"
qaun grrEr’F because the practice

a stapip of apprmﬂ on objec-
tionable practices and they make
every citizen a participaat in the
businesses and a boneficiary of
revenue derived from their opera-
tion.

It the theory of suppur‘ting gov-
ernment by “sin taxes” were sound,
where would we stop? Should we 1i-
cense people to steal, practice pros-
- titution, or even commit murder?

When government becomes de-
pendent upon revenoe from evil
practices it iz no different from in-
dividuals running the same games,
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