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Soon We All Will Be Public Records

A FREDICTION was made about
30 years ago that the time was

near when each baby would have a
lifetime number assigned by birth,

It would be used for documents,
education, employment, milisary
purpases, voting, credit, ba e
pensions and nearly all other identi-
fication needs, imaginative fore-
casters sajd.

Individual “branding” is almost
here. Mumbers aren’t yet assigned
at bifth but a program of finger-

payer, draft repistrant, Social Se-
curity contributer or beneficlary,
farmer, businessman, welfare cli-
ent, borrower or public employee.

There the notion of an individua)
assuming the persomality o M-
ber, idenatifiable by fingerprints and
other data, assumes awesome pro-
portions. Or perhaps it is the num-
ber that assumes the personality of
an individual. Either way, privacy
EVAPOTates,

It is reporied that federal agen-
jeg| ap average of 15 files of
ch -American, This
ore th in-
‘Hles oh a
some 230 million.

Possibly there is someone some-
where who is not ¥et a oumber in a
government computer but that indi-
vidual might be hardydo find,

T addition, states must keep f

have people fAngerprinied:
they obtain drivers licegg
crime deterrent. Bl it T
By the time youngster@=wich 16
they may have Social Security num-
bers. These strings of figures are
routinely utilized to number individ-
ual drivers licenses, which are rou-
tinely used as Identification for
cashing checks and other purposes
of uncertain value,
These and other numbers are en-
| lered in goverament computers, too,

ness firms, organizatichd and pub-
lishers malntain lists with varving
amounts of information on custom-
ers, members and subseribers.

ulation of -

on many of their citizens an i-

because practically everybady hiad.:. Evervone who has ordered some-
transactions with Uncle Sam as taX«.~, thing by mail from a catalog or sent

"in a eontribution probably is aware
that this action will.bring more ca-
talogs and more solicitations. Mail-
ing lists are rented and sold.

Recently, federal computers have
been used to track dewn students
who failed to repay eduocational
loans, to uncover waste angd fraud in
federal agencies, and to focate re-

cipients of illega itsdt ¢
n nséa.nces

There always [
where papet rm%ﬂ ful-
I¥ obtalned and us in
government and in Bus The
danger seems greater nowl Comput-
ers contain larger amounts of infor-

mation which may be tapped by

anvone with access 1o the electronic
- - monsiers and code kKeys to make
them “talk.™

Within the yeard of the past gen-
eration the term ™private citlzen™
has lost much of its previous mean-
ing. From birth to death, our suc-
cesses and failures may be f{iled
away on silicon chips in a govern-
ment computer that mlght become
a public record.



