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Knowledge of Past Important to Future

HE STUDY of history often has
. been avoided by students and
downgraded by adulis but people
seem to have more interest in the
past than theycare toadmile ¥ .

Photographers tend t-:u 1 I
leamug}a'rm;.ma i s
-ken wind _ St mod
structures. (A0 e dte paing

‘erly folks wlthwn'fnklm faces and
gnarled trees that have withstood
time and the weather,

The popularity of old stamps, nld
coips, genealogy and whatever may

fall in the broad catégory of ~uR%

tigues™ offers forther evidenge o
ou:l_ntemt in history. *

L!l.ign on May Avenuoe reads “MNew
Anvigues” and we remembar 4 mag-
azine ad that offered “Antiques
Made to Order.” Those interested in
genealogy come pretty cldse ti hay-

tions.

Archaeologisiz are digging
zealously for buried artifacts and
divers look for treasures at the bot-
tom of the sea. Scientists are aiming
devices into distant space in search
of history.

Our engtire nation participated in
a al, dramatle histery lesson
when wed¢elebrated our Bicentenni-

: 6.
Few participants of 1907 were
available to relate personal experi-

made fnr another lesson when we
" observe the centennial of the Great
Lamd Rash into central Oklahoma in
1989,

Mozt people who are making his-

_ing family bistories made ta g hatory areitoo busy to record it and

by firms that adverti
for nearly any family ohme.

sell. The University of Oklahoma
Press catalog for spring and sum-
mer 1983, just received, consists &l-
most entirely of historleal publica-

YHT TregTy —Stme .who think they are making
'ig-_lﬂf‘
Publishers find historical..books -

'El!:l‘:f are only making mistakes.

- "'nrganlizaﬂans usually start small
And the imporiance of keeping acou-

" rate records for historical purposes

seldom occurs to leaders until most
of those who could supply data are

gone,
This fact became a reality to me
in recent years while doing research
in histories of the Oklahoma Farm
Burgay, orgapized in 1942, and Ok-
lahoma' Live/ Commission Co.,
formed in 1931, Nearly all of the
original leaders were deceased.

For example, we found only one
out of 28 charter members of Farm
Bureau in Blaine County. One had
moved away, (W0 Were in nursing
homes and 25 were dead. In some
counties we found none.

Regardless of prejudices we
might have against the study of his-
tory, our past is important to-our fu-
ture. Wise men have said we may
see where we are going only by
knowing where we have been. Miss-
ing data allow speculation and may
encourage the rewriting of history
for political gain or personal profit.

Right now we are moving 5o rap-
idly into the electronic age that
evenis don't hold still long enough
for us to get a reasonable perspec.
tive on what to keep In our histori-
cal computers.



