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What Does

S far as is koown, this writer

never was hired or fired on the
basis of his handwriting. This might
be because employers never noticed
it and it could be because we gener-
ally use a typewriter, sometimes
typing two or three consecutive
paragraphs without error.

‘We never were proficient at mak-
ing wniform lines of circles or other
achievements of penmanship and
we have the scrawl] to prove it. Re-
sults were no better for a course in
Gregg shorthand.

When we became a newspaper re-
porter, notetaking was a combina-
tion of penmanship, shorthand,
standard and invented abbrevia-
tions, and memory. This encouraged
early transcription because if the
notes grew “cold” about all that was
left was memaory.

It would be only speculation to
consider what career we might have
fellowed if graphology, the study of
bandwriting for parposes of charac-
ter study and talent analysis, had
been in general use,

MNow, with mechanical and elegs--

tronle communications at a peak,

graphology seems to be making new
gains In evalpating job applicants,
Recorders, word processors and in-
tercoms may make handwriting a
minor talent on the job but it could
be a major factor in getting one.

An item in The Wall Street Jour-

nal mentiong .graqpolugy firms -
which are employéd 10 screen sales -

people, accountants and other work-
ers. They may be seeking answers (o
questions federal regulations pre-
vent or deter interviewers from ask-
ing applicants,

A Houston firm reportedly caught
a dishonest bookkeeper by watching
him more closely after bis handwrit-
ing showed an “addictlve, yielding
peraonality with no sense of right
from wrong.”

The Encyclopedia Britannica
gays, “The handwritiag of adults is
50 Individual that it is considered
unlikely that any two people could
really write identical bhands.” That
would put it somewhat on a par with

. fingerprints for people or noseprings
for cartle.

;%quulummnslderu huorat penplel

up and down swokes of let-

l:]Bur Handw‘mng Mean?

ters, space between letters, dot the
“i" and eross the “t." )

¥ears ago someone had otur hand-
writing analyzed along with others
for the purpose of writing an article.
The result {8 lorgotten, except that
we recall .the analvsis sounded
about as definitive and personal as
generalized horoscopes published
by astrologers.

There is a gag about a Foung doc-
tor who was flunked because they
could read his handwriting at medi-
eal school. Doctors” seript is prob-
ably no worse on the average than
that of peaple in other professions.
Many business executives seem to
take pride in signatures so unread-
able that secretaries must type in
their names ¢n correspondence.

Beautiful, neat, readable hand-
writing is such a rarity that we usu-

. ally stop to take notice whepever it

is encountered.
Az job opportunities, promotions
and even careers may depend upon

ez | in's seribblings, we may prop-
;mm‘ which is the cause and

which is the effect.
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