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Headlines of History Seem to Stutter

ISTORY repeats so often that

sometimes it seems like the old

boy may be stuttering. Few bHsien
and learn.

In connection with Oklahoma’s Di-

" amond Jubilee T recently had occa-
* gion to review 80 yvears of headlines

. in The Daily Oklahoman. My conciue-

sign iz we have made a lot of prog- -

ress but havent changed much,
Headlines ofdistory are repetitive,
with different ngfies to show who iy
dning what Tod% ¢

Oklahoma deseloped from the
raw [romtjer into an up-io-date state
with considerable enlture and re-
finersent doring the period when aus,
tomobiles, airplanes, radio, televi-
sion, computers and thousands of
other wonders were changing peo-
ple’s styles of living.

Yet! ‘thost issues of today are
those that wers not settled {9 every-
one's satiglaction in the past, Wety
and ‘churcn people and thdse
whin_figd-be headed in a different di- -,

rection, capital and labor, people of ™

mﬂmm Faces and economic fevels,
*.the cultured and the erude, rich and
“"poor were battling it out in 1907 in
* Oklaboma and the conflicts haven™

been laid to rest 1o this day.

Population has almost fripled in
our state and our nation, but fewer
people grow food. Eighty years ago
farmers made only a few hundred
dollars a year, and oftecn nothing.
Factory workers did better, making
20 or perhaps 30 cenis an bour,

The personal income tax was
adopted in 1913, Three years later
about half a million people had in-
comes large enough to file returns,
paving average taxes of $200 eagh.. i
This has gone up some.

Wars and threats' of wars have
been continual,
States now meddling in alfales,.of
countries around the world s En-
gland did when "the sun never set
on the British Empire.”

Reading history in the headiines
makes it clear that crimg isu't a
now invention. Murders, Tohberies

and other forms of violenre and disd'

hofesty have been provalent down

“Uthreh the years, So have aduliery,
»g.uf famil}' troubles, but ail
hawve mc-r

vt

with the United

ag usval. People hunger for power

and wealth and some will stoop 1o

any level to acquire them. This
makes success difficult for the hon-
est and the industrious.
Communications have been ex-
panded vastly but voressdon’l seent
to haveTearned muchsffom history

in electing leaders. Eigbty vears
ago they voled for polifigiag@ who
{'uu&q_ make rousing spoec and

+promfisd & lot. They siill do, if they
Itl'nk good on TV,

] TTJ'JlJ:..., ca]:l.:bJ.l} Jnﬂj‘-'lﬁiﬂi.ﬂ ien

fhil to win elections while many in-
competents and crooRd @l Vites,
and editorial writerg filf_ at the
windmills. Ap editorial i ity
Oklahoman' Tor Eeptgg%
summed up thﬂh]l‘.uﬂ.llﬂ fthat dﬂy‘
thusly:

“Thomas A, F:a]iﬂqnlmredlr_'ﬁ e
near perfection of the :lnem;]ﬁlw
grfmj movies) and the phofdgraph
50 thaf scenes and playvers can be
dispensed with and the eyve and ear
be unable to detect dbe illusion, 1
someone will just petfect a cam-
wpalgn. without politicians now the

Because human ua;ur-;- ha ; tmlh m&l Ty ould have some-
changed, business and palitics gu%ﬂ" Pﬁmg‘to make it notable.”



