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Who Decidgosv Wﬁ)ﬂéf Schools Tach.ej’;

LWFTHE problem of determining

what should be taught in our
schools is complex and difficult. At
the very heart of this problem is
who shall determine what is
tanght.” -

That abservation is from an arti-
che concerning basic education by
Dr. John Folks, associate deputy
state superintendent of public in-
structiom, which appeared in Okla-
homa Union Farmer.

He iz right. What do parents de-
sire that their children should
learn? Should they or teachers de-
cide what should be taught?

When onr nation was young publie
schools wepe regarded as strictly lo-
cal institutions, fo be run by boards
chosen by school patrons. Curricola
were deslgned to teach “readin’,
writin® and ‘rithmetic,” with over-
tones of disciplipe and morality.

As public and private colleges
projiferated, sophisticated courses
were added to prepare students for
higher education.

To support expanded educational
programs, legislation was enacted
to provide state aid for less pros-
perous schools, Educators were not

satisfied, so they went after foderal

ald.
In sach instance it became neces-

sary for local boards to surrender
part of their autonomy in exchange
for money. The Golden BEule of “He
who has the gold rules” applies to
schools,

With millions in state ald and bil-
liong in federal =aid, schools as-
sumed political importance. School
officials organized and reachers un-
ionized, promising support 1o politi-
cians who would promise to give
them whatever they reguested.

Az schools became consolidgied
and parentzl involvement declined,
social reformers began using them
as an avenue for propaganda for
their philosophies — unionlsm, hu-
manism, atheism, etc,

The extent to which this occurred
wag revealed in a study made by
Connecticut Mutual Lifle called “Re-
port, on American Values in the
1980=; The Impact of Belief." Here
are a few examples:

s It showed 73 percent of the public
believes government has too much
power over lives of citizens, but only
58 percent of educators held to this

_ achool patrons demand it

on religion, 73 percent of the pub-
lic believes God loves them, com-
pared to 40 percent of the educators
polled.

Concerning drugs, 37 percent of
the public but only 30 percent of the
educators opposed smoking mari-

juana.
Omly 35 percent of the public said

abortion is not a moral issue bul 75
percent of the educators said it is

not.

Only 27 percent of the educators
satd premarital sex was wrong and
46 percent aid it was not wrong be-

fore age 15. )
Whether or not such topics are

classroom subjeces, teachers iran-

slate their views to thelr pupils.
Recent legislation in Oklahoma
restored to local school boards
some of the responsibilities and au-
thority they once had, Communities
may exercise greater influence over
what their children are taught, if
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1 just finished reading Mr. Deer-
ing's article, “Who Decides What
Schools Teach?” I'm thoroughly dis-
_ gusted with another of his articles
which is trying to destroy the public
school system and educators. T am
tired of his continual negative arti-
cles about public schools. The infor-
mation he gave from “a study made
by Connecticut Mutual Life” is very
misleading. How many educators
were in this study? Fifty, 500 or
1,000 of the hundreds of thousands
of educators in the U.S.? What level
of education are we dealing with?
Elementary, secondary or college?
What part of the United States was
polled? This is very important be-
cause teachers in Oklahoma have
strong moral character and discour-
age use of marijuana and premari-
tal sex.

How long has it been since you
have spent some of your time in the
classroom? Don't depend on a study
to inform you what teachers are
supposedly teaching in their class-
rooms. ‘ .
Gwen Douglas McAlester



