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Moral Groups Fighting Pornography

T was somewhat surprising to
read in the Wall Street Journal
that television networks and ad-
vertisers screen commercials for
decency, pornography and other asg-
pects of content.

As ap ddcasional viewer, I had
gotten the'iffipression that all the
bars werle Bowrn. And I never stay up
to sesifateliffotvs nor do I have a

. cable caparctipn to bring in X-rated
" MOVieS, ;. e

Por phy did not seem to be
the biggest concern TV people had
but the story reporied they had put
wedding rings on a4 man and woman
in a cologne commercial and re-
guired several young women to
wear one-piece bathing suits in-
stead of bikinis in another.

They had carefully checked to see
that Japan still had bathhouses be-
fore showing an apparently naked
couple together in a tub.

Of greater concern than decency,
it appeared, were such things as
how to knock a competitor’s product
and get away with it and bhow to
avold trouble about ethnic sterea-
type characters.

Mevertheless, a lot of people are
concerned and much disturbed

about the tidal wave of pornograph-
ic material that is sweeping the
country by broadcast, print, [ilm
and in person. Although some laws
exist to prohibit the worst kinds,
readers advise that district atior-
neys and other enforcement offi-
cials merely laugh or ignore those
who may come in to (e complainis.
Some have tried il.

Recently, a group led by the Rev.
Floyd Sheely brought Brad Curl of
Washington, D.C,, to Oklahoma City
to generate support for an “Oklaho-
ma Cliy Statément” concerning a
well-known magazine. It was simi-
lar to 2 “Chicago Statement™ con-
demning the same publication.

They objected to the “pornograph-

ic mentality™ it was said to gen-.

eraie, and various ways of persuad-
ing merchants to discontinue its
sale were discussed, including boy-
cott of advertised products.

Even if this campaign should
squelch this magazine (which is not

. likely), dozens of others already are

on the market to take its place and
rake in profits by appealing to
bager tastes of humanity.

Another group is called STOP,
meaning “Stop Tragic Spread of

Pornography.” Laorénce Justice,
Bapiisi pastor, is president. This
group has designated the week of
Det. 24-30 as National Pornographic
Awareness Week, and will hold a
rally on Oct. 18 at Sunnyside Baptist
Church,

Tt is difficult to imagine anyone
who is pot already aware that the
display of prurient, lewd and ob-
seene materials exists on all sides.
It is almost impossible (o avoid dai-
Iy contact with it.

Justice says the purpose of aware-
ness week is to make the public and
parents realize that continual expo-
sure to such materials results in im-
maoralilty and often leads to utter
depravity.

Since the Supreme Court holds
that [reedom of the press applies to
the bad as well as to the good, the
only recourse cltizens may have
against the objectionable is to take
profit out of it.

This apparently may be accom-
plished only by changing the atti-
tudes of the people and nspiring in-
dividual citizens io seek higher
standards of decency and morality.
Difticult but not impossible!



