Bad

JOLELORE und religious tradi-
tions shaped life patierns for

e young iausands of vears.
orefathers nd national or family
eroes vere portrayved as models {»
e young, who emulated the:r
shievements.
Tdeals varied {=am one nation or
1e clan to anather but in most cas-
i the older, the wiser, the stronger,
fe more preductive and more gen-
‘ous ones were recogmzed as the
.en to follow.
It was not until “mass communi-
fiions” were invented that unseen
nvers began taking control of peo-
&'s minds as well as their lives, of-
B without ihe victims being aware
*having been “conqguered. -
i’ohtical , we have witnessed en-
fe nations indoctrinated with com-
minism, Nazism and fascism so

tat totalitarian governments could’

. established. With proponents
aiming the right to free speech,
wese philoscophies have been intro-
ieed into American government,
furches, schools, businesses, news
zd entertainment.

‘One of the more destructive activ-
iz~ ~erainet froadom has been the

deliberate, almiost systematic, defa-
mation of heroic ieaders.

Scandal-mongers have dug up and
publicized every human f{ault of
these n1odels they could {ind. 1f none
could be turned up, it appears that
e nave been coreated {or sensa-
tionalism’s sake.

Effects of truths or lies about al-
leged weaknesses of our heroes may
be about the same il young people
can't tell the difference.

Advertising mnessages have
changed many of our ideas and
standards.

Entertainment in the form of
movies and television has changed
the world in which we live, not nec-
essarily for the better. By contjnual-

iy observing leading characters

drinking, carousing and committing
immoral acts many people have got-
ten the notion that the hedonistic
life is the only way to go.

A switch has been pulied on us.
Now the leading characters are the
bad guys, the greedy, the mur-
derous, the reckless, the dishonest
and the immoral. Frequently, no
good zuyz appear at all. To the im-

‘pressionable youngsier ine stars
still are the beroes.

Coaches used to kick athletes off
the squad if they were caught smok-
ing or drinking. Now proiessional
stars add ‘o their fabulous salaries
by giving testimonials {or beer and
quite a few admittedly use narcct-
ics. These, too, are heroes for our
young.

Books and movies in the past pre-
sented as heroes and hercines peo-
ple who were worthy of imitation.
They were honest, upright, ambi-
tious, hard-working and unselfish.
Logck at the now!

Unfortunately, religicus denomi-
nations and other organizations
have displayed consid®rably less
skill in wutilizing mass media for
good and for the well-being of man-
kind. Too ofien their efforis have

produced dull programs and heavy

reading, which failed to score in
competition with experily done
boosts for bad habits.

Our choice of heroes may be one

of our great limitations. People sel-

dom rise above the ethirs of their
neroes and leaders. - e



