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comes up with a suggestion for
improving our language as a means
of communication. Progress comes
slowly.

Phonetic spalling, required teach-
imgr of Latin and Greek, and manda-
tory reading of classic literature
are among the means that have
been advocated as roads to lan-
guage perfection.

Slang, colloguialism, profanity,
federalese, business or professional
jargom and new" inventions might

have more efféct. Certalnly, they -

seem to catch on fof widespread us-
age more rapidly.

The latest lJanguage fad to surface
uses “one-pulse words "
words of only one syllable. The
game is to compose sentences and
limit entire conversations to words
- of “one pulse.”

Many of our most beautifyl and
most meaningful words have only
one syllable. Then, too, some of our
most fearsome and ugliest expres-
sions are “lour letter words" of one
syliable.

Al the other extreme are pedantic
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uses of Whﬂ]lﬂh& words b:.r educa-
tors, writers, speakers, lawyers and
bureaucrats. Federal officials often
have been accused of disguising
their activities with conterted lan-
guage or superfluous verbiage.

Business people and restaurants
also are among those who use lan-
guage to obscure real meanings.
Menus often list “ground beef” as
“chopped sirlein steak,™ which it
probably is not.

A business publication recently
portrayed an employer saying
"We're very people-oriented.” The
translation given was “We pay pea-
nuts, but we give out turkeys at
Christmas.”

Learning the language used in
buginess “isn't a huge thing, but it
can be a hugely important thing "
said the head of a center for career
WOEn,

The “one-pulse people” justify
their limitation on syllables hy ob-
serving that words don't have to be
long 10 be good,

Besides using words of no mere
than “one pulse,” they have other
rules. They discourage use of words
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aﬂmehﬁir (4 . like “don't™ and sugges! that names

of more than one pulse shoyld be
changed to code words, Therefpre, it
seems appropriate that Ihﬂ f
rule is “Don’t be a pest.”

That happened when {

peak. The notiom that
should be “de-sexed” 3
ridiculous extremes, Ttiﬂpuapart-
ment of Health, Educatiofiand Wel-
fare issued an edict hannhg ‘gend-
er spécific terminology.”

We began hearing words like
“chairperson.” which someone sald
ought to have four legs, the nse of
Ms. to identify females somewhero
between Miss and Mrs., with gues-
tionable connotations, and there
was danger of being arrested by a
“policeperson.”

Maybe those “one-pulse” people
have something. It might not be as
easy for us to be misled with words
of “one cylinder.”

As one wit said, It all boils down
o two words: Send money, raise
dues or increase taxes.”

Une-pulse words might be better,



