Ferdie J. Deering

JUN2O 1982

An Epic Poem of the Santa Fe Trail

HE ROMANCE and adventure of
the West have been portrayed
countless times in prose, songs,
movies and television, but rarely
has there been a great literary po-
em written about th‘:fa fasmna.tmg
region. i

S0 when' 'lul-eibu:'u'!-'lupa pmﬂurztd
an epic poem of fHiErEania Fe Trail
titled “Thit PraffiE
mond  Jubiled"'CBfFisston spon-
sored its ﬂhlﬂ»lhﬁiﬂ%ﬂ throngh pri-
vate contribdtfnd Hrd with the Ok-
lahoma ‘Hi%t8¢leal SEIE'I-Et:F as
publisher 11 feiivi v

Although¥the Santa Fe Trail
erossed Oklahoma only in the Pan-
handle and the locale of Hope's po-
em moves along the Trail in other
gtates, Oklahomans may relate to
the story ‘betause of proximity, heri-
tage and tradition.

Indian tribes mentioned were
resettled later in Oklahoma and not
a few present-day Oklahomans have
heard family folklore relate similar
adventures experienced by their pi-
OneeT ANCER10TE,

If the story told*in “The Prairle
Oeean” had been writien in prose
the book might bave gualified as a

WBdean” the Dia- .

live story or a novel, as a western
adventure, or as romanticized histo-
TY.

The narrative poem consists of re-
collections of an old wagon masier
on the trail in classic English rather
than the slurred Ernmmu. comman-
Iy attributed to'™" fhets ™
The principal ,”'_115 'Ii'él:'F ﬂ“ﬁ“fﬂe
graduate who 'caie WEE fhm Téw
Engldnd after killigg a man hésaw
embracing his wite, "

“Ng arbitrary claim of God or
ar

Barred my footsteps now as [ de-
seended

The Trail duwn through a valley
uf the Plains "

The theme deals with his flight 1o
egcape the laws of God and man, as
well as to eschew women forever. He
could not get away from God, he fell
in love again, and he saw beautv,

“When I spramded on my blanket

L ab day's end,

Litele cared [ for the beauly of
the Plains ...

Yot God must have cared for i
West tir send

From Heaven such gentle re-
minediers of Hix glory

As golden coreapsis and the scar-
let mallow,

Their ll’u-'.{ s brightly r-:rthru;' ey
buffalo wallme.”

The poem offers humor in such
passages as the one telling of the in-
vention of Windwagon Thomas,

ol pathos as traders cheat Indlans of
,adleir valuable bulfalo hides by

swapping them whiskey and “fooi-
sraw” baubles, and adventure, both
real and lies told by would-be he-
TOes. )

Dedication of the book to Jesus of
MNazareth is most unusal,

Jack T. Conn wrote the foreword,
poriraying frankly the eccentrici-
ties of the author, who was born at
Ada, Jndian Territory, in 1903, the

wonly son of & banker and prominent
. elub wornan.

rope wandered owver the United
States for decades as “The Tramp
Poet” and returped to Oklahoma
several vears ago to wrile whal are
certain to be his greatest works.

Already half done is the next in
this series, “The Chishoblm Trial,”
another eple poem of the rugged
people who made the Wesi,
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Dear Ferdie:

Your Christmas card has been received by my me--- and #fg
appreciated.

In lieu of a card, T am writing you & few words to appris
you of how I am making out. I have known a lot of sickness in the
two years I have lived at the Sieber, with emphysema and
diverticulosis egually painful and wracking. But, curiously, it

h
has been the happiest time of my 1life: my spiritusl acievement
has transcended all the Dain.
You remember, 'way back 50 years ago, when you wrote a col.
r
for the Ada News, I started a consideably-publicized epic poem of
the Santa Fe Trail., Just a few weeks ago, in I98I, I finished it.
Now let me indulge myself in immodesty~--which is
characteristic of me but not always genuine, for I know my
faults as well as anyone;ﬁThe Prairie Ocean" is a great national
poem, written in honor of Jesus Christ, my Companion (some
of the time) on the tramp around America. Even Jdack Conn says it
is great, and the English department of OCU, while not calling
it great has written critiques that are most congratulatory. So
"The Prairie Oceant an Epic Poem of The Santa Fe Trail, has been
selected by the Commission as a oroject of Oklahoma's
Diamond Jubilee. So now, I start on "The Chisholm Trailv, a
companion-epic laid in Texas and Oklahoma. It, too, will be
250 pages, over 5000 lines of poetry. Forgive my vanity: I've

worked for it. I'11 need your help now and then---on the ranch.
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¥Mr. Ferdie Deering
11608 Susan Lane
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Dear Ferdie:

Thanks so much for your excellent review of The Prairie Ocean.
1t was well done and said precisely that which should have been
said. Both the Diamond Jubilee Commission and the Oklahoma
Historical Society are most grateful. We hope that this very
fine epic poem receives the acclaim which it deserves and we
believe that upon Hope's completion of The Chisholm Trail, the
work will be published by the Oklahoma Historical Society.

Thanks again, to a fellow Adan of whom I'm enormously proud.

Sincerely,

o

} )
JTC/hr Jack T. Conn

ce: Mr. John Reid
Office of the Governor
State Capitol Building
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

Dr. Bob Blackburn
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Mr. Welborn Hope
Sieber Hotel, Room 616
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102

Ms. Michelle Lefebvre, Exec. Director
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Wiley Post Historical Building
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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