Ferdie J. Deering

ABITUAL drinking of alcoholic’
; beverages is a vice. The fact
that a great many people indulge
does not make it any less so, but
more so. -

. The evils of alcoholism have been
enumerated many times and it is
unnecessary to repeat them. De-
spite w1despread social usage, al-
coholic beverages have “no redeem-
ing.social values,” to appropriate a
term federal courts use concerning
pornography '

“Therefore, it is incongruous that
proponents of “liquor-by-the-drink”
would undertake a campaign to en-
large upon Oklahoma drinking hab-
its 'at a time when strong forces are
striving to put a damper on the dan-
gerous practice of drunken driving.

Insteadfok putting corks in the
bottles, thiseampaign for ‘MORE-li-
quor-by-MORE-drinks”™ would au-
thorize making alcohol filling sta-
tions as handy and numerous as
gasoline stations.

Spokesmen for the Oklahoma City
and Tulsa chambers of commerce

have endorsed the campaign, appar--

ently for mercenary reasons. They
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claim more saloons woulG bring
more tourists and more conven-
tioneers, who would bring more
money to our state.

1If true, then these people would be
coming here just to drink and get
drunk. Who needs them? We have
too many of our own citizens al-
ready doing those things.

Basically, these arguments are
based upon greed. This is another
case where, as the scripture says,
“For the love of money is the root of
all evil” (I Timothy 6:10). Obviously,
the love of money is the foundation
of the alcoholic liquor business.

Contentions that -larger liquor
sales would bring in more tax mon-
ey are spurious and misleading. It is
doubtful that net gains would result
if increased crime and other costs
are considered.

1f such a gain should occur, would
our legislature pass it on to taxpay-
ers? Look at the spending record of
the present legislature with the
largest tax surplus in hlstory to find
the answer.

The county option bait is just that

— a snare and a delusion. Anybody -

who believes that county option

W

would confine the evils of “MORE-
liquor-by-MORE-drinks™ to Oklah-
ma and Tusla counties might al
believe that a barbed wire fence€
would stop the wind from blowing
across the road.

Law abiding citizens should not
feel guilty because of allegations
that hypocrisy exists under present
liquor laws. It is not they, but scof-
flaws who regularly violate these
laws and public officials who are
guilty of gross neglect of duty who
are the real hypocrites.

Many people are frightenea about
the possibility that nuclear warfare
might destroy mankind. The truth is
that alcoholism is a more immedi-
ate hazard to humanity than the
atomic bomb.

The insidious effects of social
drinking are destroying human bod-
ies, souls, homes and busineses here
and now.

The atomic bomb is not habit-’
forming, but alcohol is an addictive
subtance. Support for ~MORE-li-
quor-by-MORE-drinks™ is an effort
to spread its destructive effects
even further.



S-/8§-&2

Deal I OL °
B ree ¥ woall Ao 5 ol Ww@qﬂ

Yoo proce othe o Ao gd% -

Ol T iy A, s




¢

The People Speak

Emigrants Should:Look .

TO THE EDITOR:

I feel sorry for families from oth-
er states that come to Oklahoma ex-
b0 fmd the pot of gold at the

City but the cost 3
as cheap as sgine\people think. To

see how things \are makes more
sense to me tha
family and just hgading for Oklaho-

R find a
away. They\some-

Sharen Farr, McLoud

Dry Up Drink Sources

TO THE EDITOR:
I am writing to express my genu-
ine appreciation for the column

written by Mr. Ferdie J. Deering. 1

' Prayer for Today

ET me, O God, speak a

word for others to thee
and also speak a word to oth-
ers about thee. Help me to
take their prayers to thee and
bring them a word to ease
their needs, to live close to
thee and to others that I may
help them across the bridge
between them and thee. Amen. -
. J

especially appreciate the, one, ‘'Li-
quor Has No Redeeming Social Val-
ue.” T believe he has tcld things in
this article which all Oklahomans
need to hear so that they may help
save our state and its young people
from the devastating effects of alco-
hol. The only place to effectively
slow down this abuse is at the
source. Those who are selling it are
helping to destroy lives in more
ways than one.

Human lives are worth more than
all revenues any conventions may
bring to this state. Please keep Mr.
Deering's articles in the paper. We
must hear voices such as his.

P.DJ., City

Lesson on Values

one of the
(public

in liberal arts, Backs only her disser-
tation on her ddctor’s degree (which

[

means she has|invested more than’

seven years in ‘thigher” learning be-
yond high school), is a superior
“born” type tegcher, works hard at
the job (meanjng that she spends
many hours oytside the classroom
in plannipg, giading papers, doing
essential e-work,” and spon-
soring ‘“‘e
tivies), and xiVes hefself without
reservation to N
nity.

For all the

and homework ghe gdts no pay. For
actual ho

/ for any kind of'work — actually,

less than teen-agers get per hour for
part-time work.

To me, on the simple basis of con-



