Ferdie J. Deering

Like Drugs,

MAN whao is quite knowledgable

about the livestock industiry
commented over lunch recently that
il the government were offering to
buy surplus beef at guaranteed pric-
es, refrigerated warchouses might
soon be filled with government-
owned meat.

Ag it is, there is no direct subsidy
ar loan program for beef and the in-
dustry is making its-own adjust-
ments between supply and demand.
It iz costly to producers and cop-
sumers benelit,

There is a price support program

for milk producers. John R. Block,
sectretary of agricultire, recently
blasted it because it is expected to
cost 32.2 hillion this fiscal wvear.
“Taxpayers of this country are giv-
ing the dairy industry a guarter of a
million dollars every hour ... It is
unacceptable.” Block declared,

The basic question is why is being
subsidized — producers, E5ars,
retailers or consumers? Milk: pros
ducers aren't getting rich. Thegs
sands have gone out of business antd
spokesmen say more may be forced
out if *he dairy price sapport pro-
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Subsidies Painful to Quit

gram is discontinued. If government
did not pay part of the cost of pro-
duction, it is argued, consumers
winld have to pay more for theip
millz, butfer and cheese.

There also are federal price sup-
port and loan programs for corn,
wheat, cotton, - soybeans, peanuts,
wool and feed graitig: - - Wb

A few weeks a@ :
priated additional funds to bring to
$20 billion the total for agricultural
price support and loan programs to
keep our tood supply chain function-
ing.

But look at what we are laying out
to subsidize non-farm programs,
Mew Treasury figures show that
Mew York and California each re-

ceived more tham 510 billion for
state and local ggvernment aid in
fiseal 1981, Tho states gol
more subsidies thay ali of the, fasmmy

ers in the United States. Oklahoma
governments received & littie more
than $E Dillign,, [ésd than national
averagepér capita. .. ¢
Dgdegations of state and local offi-

Fdinflld Hive been flying to Washing-

ton to relate their sad stories of dis-

aslers they fear may result i' thelr

gt Cohgress tipri-

iy
1

tital of $81.4 billion in subsidies is
reduced,

While farmers are severely criti-
cized for aid they may receive, some
of their eritics ;@mpaigning for
increased 5uhs.-_lq| for broadeast-
ing, seulpiure, p&%ugﬂ., ballet and
othar aris, e

Just one programgto dress up fed-
eral buildings with taxpaver #i-
nanced art resulted in 173 scdlp-§
tures, murals and cpaft at a ’
cost of more than mﬁ;ﬂ$ﬁiﬁe '
may have considera = fogd and 4
ubsidies

even other non-farm
might have been more beneficial,
When bureaucrats in Holland
were authorized to buy art with puhb-
lic funds about half of that country's
full-time painters and sculptors

*went on the government payroll. It

could happen here.

' Federal subsidies have been lik-
ened to characteristics of drug ad-
diction — temperary suppression of
pain, concealment, progressive de-
pendency, high cost, and the pros-
pect of painful withdrawal when ae-
cess 10 Uncle Sam's pocketbook is
threatened,



